
Hello everyone – it is hard to believe we are already in October! 
 

Tackling Rural Crime - Our police colleagues have been very busy over recent weeks dealing with local 
issues but also supporting the G7 Speakers Conference at Chorley last month. They are also preparing to 
support the COP 26 summit next month which will be the largest policing operation ever seen in the UK. 
 

It is good to hear that the rural police team in our area continue to be 
effective at preventing and investigating crime. We know this as 
South Cumbria has seen a huge increase in criminal activity in rural 
areas over the past month, which hasn’t been replicated in North 
Lancashire. Where crimes or suspicious activity does occur, the 
team are revisiting victims to ensure they have done as much as 
possible to catch the offenders. 
 

The current theft trend continues to be high value farm equipment 
such as quad bikes and on 20 September there were several 
burglaries in the Lune valley. A suspect has been identified and 
arrested, and a vehicle seized.  
 

In addition, the rural crime team are preparing a Criminal Behaviour 
Order for one of their local rural target criminals and working with 
Lancaster City Council on an investigation into three fly tippers. 
 

And please remember that you can report criminal activity anonymously through Crimestoppers  

 
Cyber Security Centre - I was privileged to attend 
the announcement of the new £5billion GCHQ Cyber 
Security Centre at Samlesbury earlier this month. This is 
a huge investment by Government in Lancashire 
creating up to 2000+ quality, high tech jobs and very 
many more opportunities in the supply chain.  
 

The centre is a collaboration between Lancashire 
County Council, the Lancashire Enterprise Partnership, 
two of our Universities and BAE Systems. This is an 
exciting major project offering great opportunities for the 
County and the North West and there are more in the 
pipeline.  

 

Some Highways News …..      
 

A66 Northern Trans-Pennine Project - You may be aware that there are plans to make this important east-
west link and very well used route into a dual carriageway. Public consultation on the plans run through to 6 
November 2021 and is an opportunity to learn more detail about the proposals.  
 

For further information you can.. 
 

• Visit www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A66-NTP where all of the consultation materials and a virtual 
consultation room can be found or call or email to discuss any of the questions you may have on 0333 
090 1192 or A66NTP@highwaysengland.co.uk 

• And of course, you can always write to the project team at:  A66 NTP, Highways England, Fifth Floor, 3 
Piccadilly Place, Manchester, M1 3BN. 

 

County Councillor Phillippa Williamson 
Leader, Lancashire County Council 
 

Lancaster Rural North - Arkholme, Borwick, Capernwray, Carnforth, Docker, 

Millhead, the Kellets, Priest Hutton, Silverdale, Warton, the Yealands. 
 

Email: Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PhillippaWilliamsonLancasterRuralNorth 
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Ready for #LancsWinter the County Council have nine new gritting 
wagons ready to hit to the road, but they are looking for help in 
naming them to fit in with Albert Icestein, Basil Salty, and Holly 
Chilloughby and co!  
 

Share your suggestions on social media using  
#LancsWinterGritter21 and see the T&Cs of this competition 
at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/.../gritting/name-a-gritter/. 
 

 

Just a reminder, please continue to use ‘Report- It’ to tell the County Council about any potholes you spot 
and other issues with streetlights, traffic lights and broken signs etc. The link to do this is:  
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/  And of course, if there are any other 

highways issues you need help with, please just let me know. 

 
National Fostering Sons and Daughters Campaign 
October 2021 - This campaign thanks children and young 
people for the important role they play in welcoming fostered 
children into their families, homes, and lives.  
 

Around 20 new children come into care in Lancashire each 
week, and fostering is open to people from a wide variety of 
backgrounds. There is a generous allowance for both new and 
experienced foster carers - between £250 and £428 per week for 
each child they care for. Foster carers are also supported by 
their own social worker, a 24/7 dedicated helpline and flexible 
training and mentoring. If you know of anyone who may be interested in fostering, more information is 
available at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/fostering/ or by calling the fostering enquiry line 0300 123 6723. 
 

School Appeal Panels - Do you have time to spare, particularly 
in the spring and early summer months?  
 

The County Council is looking for volunteers to join their 
independent panels to help decide on appeals for school places.  
 

Full training and support will be provided, and expenses will be 

paid to carry out the role.  Find out more about this exciting 
opportunity: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/.../school-appeal-
panel.../ 

 
Applying for School Places - Applications for secondary 
school places in Lancashire need to be in by Sunday 31 
October 2021. The county council's website is the quickest and 
easiest way to apply for a place and the online application 
system is open until 11:59 pm for all those applying for a 
secondary school place. 
 

Parents need to submit an application form for all children 
starting school, even if the child has an older brother or sister at 
the school concerned. 
 

If you're applying for a place for a child starting primary school, the closing date is Saturday 15 January 
2022, but making sure your application is in early, gives you extra time in case there are any changes. For 
more information go to www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools, where you'll find all the details you need. You can 
also call 0300 123 6707, to find out more, and for support. 
 

Parish & Town Council Conference: ‘Working Better Together’-  The County Council will be 
hosting the first in a series of conferences for Parish and Town Councils on 13 November at County Hall in 
Preston. Hear from, and put your questions to, the County Council Cabinet, the Director of Public Health and 
the Police and Crime Commissioner.  You can also join in discussions on how the County Council and Parish 
and Town Councils can work better together to benefit of our communities. To book you place follow this link: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Jj5on7nYCUaexOGjbku00hFPHXOsGGtHjli0SsgJec
FUQ1FQTThPMlRKOE9MWlhUN09FTzAzNFExRCQlQCN0PWcu 
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Stoptober! - It's never too late to give up, so join the 

thousands of people stopping smoking this October. Stop 

smoking this Stoptober and start doing so much more.  
 

Visit the NHS Quit Smoking website to find lots of tips and 
support to help you give up and you can also download the free 
NHS stop smoking app. 
 

In Lancashire, the Quit Squad can also provide support. For 
local information and support visit the Quit Squad or call them 
on 0800 328 6297. 
 

World Mental Health Campaign - Sometimes it's difficult to know 

where to start looking for information depending on how you feel or 

what support you feel you need. However, there is a lot of information, 

help and support accessible and available from County Council and 

other respected organisations and charities. You might want to try this 

link as a start - https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/health-and-social-

care/your-health-and-wellbeing/keeping-physically-healthy/moving-

more-and-eating-well/  And the World Health Organisation have some 

really good materials too: https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-

mental-health-day/2021/campaign-materials 

 
Covid-19 Autumn & Winter Plan 2021 - The government has published the ‘Covid-19 Response - 
Autumn and Winter Plan 2021’ setting out plans for autumn and winter 2021/22 in England. Rules and 
regulations have mostly been replaced with advice and guidance on the practical steps people can take to 
help manage the risks to themselves and others.  
 

‘Plan A’ envisages:  
 

• Building our defences through vaccines, antiviral 
drugs and disease modifying therapeutics.  

• Identifying and isolating positive cases to limit 
transmission: Test, Trace and Isolate.  

• Supporting the NHS and social care: managing 
pressures and recovering services.  

• Advising people on how to protect themselves 
and others: clear guidance and communications.  

• Pursuing an international approach: helping to 
vaccinate the world and managing risks at the border 
 

 
There is also a “Plan B” which would only be enacted if the data suggests more steps are needed to protect 
the NHS. This prioritises measures which help control transmission of the virus while minimising the 
economic and social impacts. This includes communicating clearly to the public that the level of risk has 
increased, and with it the need to be cautious, introduce mandatory vaccine-only Covid-status certification in 
certain settings, and legally mandate face coverings in certain settings.  
 

Winter Flu - As flu season gets nearer the NHS has started to roll out their annual flu vaccination 
campaign. A free flu vaccination is available for all previously eligible groups i.e. primary school children, 
those over 65, people with specific medical conditions that makes them more vulnerable and pregnant 
women. However, the Government has also extended eligibility this year to include secondary school 
children and 50-64 year olds. As with the Covid-19 vaccine, flu vaccines are available from GPs, community 
pharmacies, and health centres. More information is at: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-
influenza-vaccine/ 
 

And finally - As ever please keep in touch, and if I can be of help just let me know. Also, if you would like to 
know more about anything covered in this update or would like to receive a copy directly or by email. 
 

Very best wishes,  
 

Phillippa Williamson 
October 2021 
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