
Hello everyone and welcome to my September 2021 update after the summer break. 
 

As always, please get in touch if you would like to know more about anything covered in this update or would 
like to receive a copy directly or by email. 
 

Some Highways News …..      
 

M6 Junctions 34 to 35 - Bridge Maintenance Work - Highways England will be carrying out maintenance 
work for various bridges along the M6 between junctions 34 and 35 over the next few weeks. The work will 
take place on both sides of the carriageway, and will include: 
 

• resurfacing sections of the carriageway  

• replacing a total of 20 bridge joints 

• replacing road markings and road studs 
 

The resurfacing is due to start on 27 September 2021 and take 1 
week. This work will take place between 9pm and 6am and there will 
be overnight closures of the motorway. Only one side of the 
carriageway at a time will be closed and local diversions will be in 
place.  
 

Highways England will then return in November for a further 2 weeks to replace the bridge joints. Further 
communication on this will be published closer to the time. 
 

How to find out more - If you would like any more information on these plans, please visit 
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/regions/north-west Or follow Twitter @HighwaysNWEST.   
 

Grosvenor Road, Carnforth - The area from Grosvenor Road/Haws Hill Lane to Grosvenor Place will be 
repaired and resurfaced in November. To undertake the work a road closure is planned to start on the 16 
November when the old road surface will be removed and a new first level of tarmac put in place. The work 
should be finished around the 22 November when a top layer of tarmac will be laid, and any road markings 
reinstated. 
  

A683 - Innovative Safety Barriers - Timber-clad vehicle restraint barriers are being installed at various 
locations along the A683, including the Crook O' Lune, Claughton, Hornby, Melling railway bridge, and Greta 
Bridge near Tunstall. 
 

The scheme is part of the Safer Roads Programme, a £7.9m investment to improve safety on five A-roads 
identified by the Department for Transport as the county's historically most dangerous routes. The new 
barriers are constructed from steel and have the same strength as the type normally used but are clad in an 
attractive timber designed to be less visually intrusive. 
 

The work to fit the barriers is scheduled to be completed around the end of October. The team installing them 
are using temporary traffic signals and stop/go boards as they work along the A683, with drivers warned to 
expect short delays. 
 

Just a reminder, please continue to use ‘Report- It’ to tell the County Council about any potholes you spot 

and other issues with streetlights, traffic lights and broken signs etc. The link to do this is: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/  To further help with reporting problems the 

County Council is developing a Report-It ‘App’ for your phone. More news on this soon.  And of course, if 

there are any other highways issues you need help with, please just let me know. 

 

County Councillor Phillippa Williamson 
Leader, Lancashire County Council 
 

Lancaster Rural North - Arkholme, Borwick, Capernwray, Carnforth, Docker, 

Millhead, the Kellets, Priest Hutton, Silverdale, Warton, the Yealands. 
 

Email: Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PhillippaWilliamsonLancasterRuralNorth 
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Mobile Library Service - After more than 400 votes from the 
public, the latest additions to the County Council’s mobile library 
fleet have been named.  
 

Very soon Great Transportations, Vroom with a View, and Ride 
and Prejudice will be out and about joining The Borrowers, Chitty 
Book Book, and the Hardbacks of Notre Van, which were all 
named in a previous public vote. 
 

The six mobile vans travel across the Lancashire region and are 
based at Heysham, Garstang, Brierfield, Whalley, Clayton Green, and Ormskirk. 
 

Routes are covered on a three-weekly basis with over 700 stops and a wide range of books, audio books 
and CDs. Check out https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/home-library-service for 
more information. 

 

Check your trees for Ash Dieback - Lancashire County Council 

is urging anyone with an ash tree on their property to check its health 

to ensure it does not become a danger to themselves or others. 
 

Ash Dieback is a highly destructive disease caused by a fungus which 

has spread throughout the UK and can lead to infected trees shedding 

branches or limbs, or potentially collapsing as the tree dies. 
 

The county council estimates that around 127,000 ash trees next to 

roads throughout Lancashire will need to be regularly checked to 

ensure they do not pose a threat to safety. As some of these trees are 

on private land, the council has launched a campaign to raise awareness of the issue among residents, 

businesses, and landowners to inform them of their responsibility to make sure their trees near roads and 

pavements are safe. 
 

There is no cure for the disease, and it is fatal to the trees in most cases. The disease is now known to be 

present across 56% of the UK, including 96% of Lancashire. 
 

The county council is contacting tree owners over the coming months if their 

tree is a danger to the highway, However, if you have an ash tree which could 

be a hazard to people or property, you should get it checked out by a qualified 

arborist.  
 

The council's website https://www.Lancashire.gov.uk/ashdieback has more 

information on identifying ash trees and signs of the disease, the permits, and 

licences you may need, as well as advice on finding a professional to 

undertake any work:  
 

Also, you can watch this video to find out more about ash dieback and what 

you need to do as a tree owner. https://youtu.be/kmtZv5hOfnY 

 
Bus Service Improvement Plans 2021 - Lancashire County Council is 
working closely with bus operators to prepare for a major change in the way 
buses are funded and organised following the government's launch of The 
National Bus Strategy, Bus Back Better in March 2021. 
 

The strategy sets out how bus services will be improved in England, with a 
focus on councils and bus operators working more closely together alongside 
local communities, to create a network that reflects local people's priorities. 
 

The first step is for councils and bus operators to create a Bus Service 
Improvement Plan, which will focus on how bus services in Lancashire can be improved over the next few 
years. This will then be used to help create an Enhanced Partnership Scheme with bus operators, which will 
set the standards for all bus services running in the county. 
 

So, whether you think we need more frequent bus services with better provision in evenings and weekends; 
services that are faster and more reliable; services that are cheaper and easier to understand; or if there 
should be better integration with other modes of transport and innovation – this is your chance! 
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The County Council wants to gather the views of Lancashire residents and are conducting a passenger 
engagement survey. Please take a few moments to complete the survey as it will help them understand your 
views on the current bus network and highlight your priorities for the future. The survey can be found here 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/public-transport/ 
 

Lancaster Station - The 8-month refurbishment programme of Lancaster station’s 121-year-old Grade II 

listed footbridge is now complete. The £1.3m project involved replacing the roof, windows, and flooring, as 

well as structural repairs and a fresh coat of paint. Here are the before and after photos! The refurbishment 

has certainly helped to make the station more inviting for passengers. 
 

Before and After….                 And from the inside… 

 

Covid-19 Vaccinations - Across Lancashire and South Cumbria, almost 1.2 million people (86% of the 
adult population) have now been vaccinated with one dose with over half of all 16 and 17 year-olds coming 
forward for their first jab. Over 973,000 (71%) people have also had their second vaccination meaning almost 
2.2 million doses have been distributed.  
 

• Boosters - Millions of people who are most vulnerable to COVID-19 will be offered a booster vaccination 

over the next few months. 
 

• Children aged 12 to 15 - Parents, guardians, or carers of children aged 12-15 will soon start to receive 
letters with details of when they will be offered the vaccination. The vaccine will not be given to any child 
without the proper consent being in place. This will be sought in line with existing school vaccination 
programmes with parents being asked to provide consent for their child to receive the vaccination, either 
through an online or a paper form. Most children will get their jab at school, with separate arrangements 
for those who are home schooled, in secure services, or specialist mental health settings. 

 

Since August 16, people who are double jabbed with the vaccine do not have to self-isolate if they are in 

contact with someone with COVID-19, and soon there will be more relaxed arrangements for those who are 

double jabbed travelling overseas.  
 

Everyone aged 18 and over and anyone within three months of 

their 18th birthday can now book their vaccination on the 

National Booking System at www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination  or by 

calling 119, or by visiting your local walk-in clinic, where no 

appointment is needed.  
 

Second doses are available to people over 18 who had their first 

dose 8 weeks ago for stronger and longer-lasting protection.  
 

For details of local walk-in opportunities visit www.healthierlsc.co.uk/getmyjab  and if you have any questions 

about the COVID-19 vaccine, you can ask Lancashire and South Cumbria’s immunisation expert Aunty 

Carol: https://www.healthierlsc.co.uk/CovidVaccination/askauntycarol 
 

Parish & Town Council Conference - The County Council will be hosting the first in a series of 
conferences for Parish and Town Councils in November. This will be a great opportunity to explore how the 
County Council and Parish and Town Councils can work together to benefit of our communities. More news 
on that soon.  
 

And finally - As ever please keep in touch, stay safe and well and if I can be of help just let me know. 
 

Very best wishes,  
 

Phillippa Williamson 
September 2021 
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