
Hello everyone and welcome to my May 2021 update which is slightly shorter than usual due to the recent 
local elections. 
 

As always, please get in touch if you would like to know more about anything covered or would like to receive 
a copy directly or by email. 
 

Local Election Results - Lancashire County Council's elections were held on 6 May 2021 and the results 
announced on 8 May. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic these elections were very different, but a lot of 
hard work went on behind the scenes to ensure people did not lose their right to vote, with proxy and postal 
options available for those unable to attend polling stations, and some changes to locations to ensure a covid 
safe layout. 
 

There are 84 seats on Lancashire County Council and the results were: Conservative 48; Labour 32; Green 
Party 2 and Liberal Democrat 2. The Conservative Party therefore remains in control. Here in Lancaster 
Rural North, I was both proud and honoured to be re-elected as your County Councillor and to become 
Leader (elect) of Lancashire County Council (more about this in my next update!). I am looking forward to 
continuing to work with residents to ensure we support and protect our beautiful area and more widely to 
bring in investment, jobs, and opportunities across the County. 
 

Museums Reopen for indoor visits - We know that people haven't 
been able to get out and about as much due to the Covid measures, but as 
we now get more normality back into our lives, it's a great time to visit one 
of Lancashire’s museums to find out more about Lancashire's history. 
 

Lancashire County Council owns or runs six museums: Clitheroe Castle 
Museum, Gawthorpe Hall in Burnley, Helmshore Mills Textile Museum, 
Lancaster's Judges' Lodgings, Lancaster Castle and Queen Street Mill 
Textile Museum in Burnley. 
 

Lancaster Castle and Helmshore Mills museums were able to re-open for 
outdoor tours in April, but indoor tours and visits are now possible. Booking 
is recommended because due to restrictions on visitor numbers at any one time. You can book online by 
visiting our museums website or contacting individual museums direct. Opening hours will vary compared to 
pre-Covid times, so please check before you visit. 
 

People visiting are reminded of the requirement to wear a face covering (unless you are exempt) and that 
social distancing and other measures will still be in place. Visitors will also be asked to use the NHS Test and 
Trace app or leave their contact details when they visit. This information will be retained for 21 days. 
Find out more about our museums, visit www.lancashire.gov.uk/museums 

 
Unicef BFI Baby Award - Lancashire has been awarded for a second time the gold standard by UNICEF 
for its Baby Friendly Initiative (BFI). The programme helps provide sensitive and effective care and support 
for mothers, enabling them to make informed choices for them and their children. 
 

This is a great example of collaborative working between maternity, perinatal mental health, speech and 
language and children’s services, as well as nurseries, schools, and colleges, with a focus on effective 
training for professionals and good practice across Lancashire.  
 

As a result, families across the county have access to better support with baby feeding and developing close, 
loving relationships, ensuring that all babies get the best possible start in life. 
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#WhyWeCare - Foster Care Fortnight  
Foster Care Fortnight is the UK’s biggest foster 
care awareness raising campaign, delivered by 
fostering charity The Fostering Network.  
 

Foster carers from all backgrounds are 
welcomed in Lancashire and you just need to be 
over 21 and have a spare room available by the 
end of the assessment process. There is a 
generous allowance and new foster carers can 
expect to receive between £250 and £428 per 
week for each child they care for.  

 

The Lancashire Foster Care Academy will support new carers from their initial application, training and 
through their first year of looking after a child or young person. There is also mentoring to provide consistent 
and experienced support and a wellbeing activity programme is being developed so foster carers, their 
families and children can access reduced or free opportunities and activities. In addition, all new carers now 
benefit from a welcome fee of £1,000 after they have fostered a child for 2 months. 
 

Being a foster carer is to take on a role like no other, so if you are looking for a new lifestyle or career in the 
aftermath of this dreadful pandemic and you believe you have the right skills, you might want you to consider 
becoming a foster carer. To find out more visit www.lancashire.gov.uk/fostering or call our friendly team on 
0300 123 6723. 
 
Vaccination Roll-out - Here are the district figures across Lancashire to 20 May 2021. We are doing well 
across the county, with very many people having had their 1st and 2nd doses, but again especially in our area 
(Lancaster District). As we all know it is important that we continue to keep up the pace of vaccination not 
only to provide protection against serious illness but to limit spread.  

Covid-19 Testing 
There are lots of ways 
you can get tested. If 
you have any 
symptoms you should 
get a free NHS test 
and stay at home until 
you get the result.  
 

Regular testing of 
people without 
symptoms is vital to 
help stop the virus 
spreading. All 
households with 
children of nursery, 
school or college age 
are being asked to 
take twice-weekly 
tests and businesses 
offer testing for their 
staff. You can also 
pop into any 
Community testing 
centre in the district 
where you can have a 
rapid lateral flow test.   

 

And finally - As ever please keep in touch, stay safe and well and if I can be of help just let me know. 
 

Very best wishes,  
 
 

Phillippa Williamson 
May 2020 
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