
Hello, 

I hope you are all keeping well.  

Please get in touch if you would like to know more about 

any of the items covered in this update or you would like 

to receive a copy of the updates directly. 

Looking forward to better days ahead... With the 
Roadmap out of lockdown now published, infection rates 
in our area falling (currently around 77 per 100,000) and 
thankfully hospital admissions also reducing, we can start 
to think about a more normal summer ahead of us. 
As we all know, this has all been possible because of the 

continuing success of the vaccine roll-out. In Lancashire, 

by 4 March we had vaccinated around 492,000 people 

which is 41% of our population.  

There is lots of useful data on the vaccination programme 

which is updated weekly on the NHS website: 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-

areas/covid-19-vaccinations/ and the vaccination numbers by district are in this table.  

 

This is an incredible achievement 

and vaccinations are now available 

to everyone over 55 years old. We 

are on target to vaccinate 

everyone within the Joint 

Committee on Vaccination and 

Immunisation (JCVI) cohorts 1-9 

by 31 March (the national target 

date is 15 April 2021). 

Across the county, our full 

complement of vaccination 

services are now set up. This 

includes 7 large-scale vaccination 

centres, 11 hospital hub 

vaccination sites as well as 36 

Primary Care Network local vaccination services and 9 pharmacy run vaccination services. You can find a 

list of these sites on the Covid Vaccination website: www.healthierlsc.co.uk/CovidVaccination 

Text invitations to book your vaccination - From 9 March 2021, the NHS will begin texting people 
inviting them to book their life saving Covid jab, making it quicker and more convenient to get an 
appointment. Almost 400,000 people aged 55 and over and 40,000 unpaid carers will be the first to get a 
text alert inviting them to book a slot as part of the latest development in the NHS vaccination programme.  
 

County Councillor Phillippa Williamson 

Cabinet Member for Children, Young People & Schools 

Lancaster Rural North - Arkholme, Borwick, Capernwray, Carnforth, 

Docker, Millhead, the Kellets, Priest Hutton, Silverdale, Warton, the 

Yealands. 

Email: Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PhillippaWilliamsonLancasterRuralNorth 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/
http://www.healthierlsc.co.uk/CovidVaccination
mailto:Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FPhillippaWilliamsonLancasterRuralNorth&data=02%7C01%7C%7C63c7482562294e6edb1a08d82443c2c5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637299220907178649&sdata=P%2BkFdfYJp3YoNt8g5BAZkMmsZCTW%2FDh%2ForE9OdVCNeg%3D&reserved=0


The messages will include a web link for those eligible to click and reserve an appointment at one of more 
than 300 large-scale vaccination centres or pharmacies across England. Reminders will be sent 2-3 weeks 
after the original alert to encourage people to get their vaccine if they have not taken up the offer. Texts will 
arrive in advance of the standard letter, meaning if the trial is successful the solution could enable the NHS 
to react faster to changing vaccine supplies and fill appointments quickly. 
 

Vaccine Hesitancy - Research into vaccine hesitancy is underway. Lancashire Resilience Forum is 
working with all faith leaders including the Lancashire Council of Mosques and primary care staff to explore 
ideas on setting up temporary clinics to reach people who may be unlikely to attend other settings and to 
reduce any potential vaccine hesitancy.  

 
Covid-19 Testing - People who cannot work from home and still 
need to travel to their place of work are now able to get regular rapid 
Covid-19 tests at 14 testing sites across Lancashire.  
 

The aim of the regular testing is to help keep essential workers safe 
by identifying those who are carrying the virus but are not showing 
symptoms and could therefore be unknowingly spreading the virus to 
their colleagues or to the wider community.  
 

 
Details of testing sites can be found at www.lancashire.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing (under ‘Testing for 
people who can’t work from home’ and then ‘Where can I get a test’) 
 

Workplace Testing - Businesses across the county can also register for Lancashire’s workplace testing 
programme, so they can set up on-site testing facilities where staff can be trained to carry out testing on a 
regular basis. More information about workplace testing and to register interest online, go to 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing  
 
You can also book a free test by calling 119, book online at www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or through the 

government's NHS Covid app.  When you are booking a test, if you don't have the classic symptoms, 

simply say you don't. A few clicks later on the website, you can then choose the option which says: "My 

local council or health protection team has asked me (or someone I live with) to get a test, even though I do 

not have symptoms". 

Care Homes - Visitors to care homes nominated by residents are now able to visit them regularly 
following new Government guidance, which came into effect on 8 March 2021. Named visitors will be able 
to go inside the home and see their friend or family member in person. 
 
They must wear personal protective equipment and have had a negative 
Covid-19 test result before each visit they make, to ensure they do not 
have coronavirus. However, it is not a condition of visiting that the visitor 
or the resident should have been vaccinated.  
 

This move, which is part of the national coronavirus road map, is a huge 
step forward and means that people will be able to interact with their 
loved ones, friends or other family members and even hold hands for 
the first time in months. 

 
Become a Lancashire Care Hero - The County Council are 

recruiting more people to support older people and adults with 

disabilities throughout the #Coronavirus pandemic.  

You can find out more about the Care Hero campaign and apply for 
one of the jobs on offer here: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/jobs/carers/ 
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Libraries - Following the publication of the Roadmap out of lockdown Libraries are working on plans to  
re-open for browsing and returning to regular opening times. The earliest this will take place is Monday 12 
April. As the libraries prepare for safe reopening, they are renewing all books to 4 May and waiving fines.  
 
In the meantime, your Library at Home is always open at 
http://bit.ly/lancslibraryathome and you can collect pre-ordered books at the 
door and pre-booked internet access for essential use is available.  
 

Reading Groups - The Library service is also now offering reading group 
sets for collection to members. For those groups who want to have their 
next set of chosen titles sent to their nominated pickup library please 
contact readinggroups@lancashire.gov.uk. 
 

Census - On Sunday 21 March 2021, everyone in 

England and Wales will be asked to complete a survey. 

The information it collects helps with decisions on the 

planning and funding of services in our area. 

You will already have received a letter in the post, giving 
you details of how to take part in the mandatory 
survey. This letter includes a unique access code, 
inviting you to complete the survey online, although 
paper questionnaires are available on request.  
 

The census only takes around 10 minutes per person to complete. It’s easy to do and can be done on any 
device, including a computer, laptop, tablet, or mobile phone. If you don't complete the questionnaire, you 
could face prosecution, a hefty fine (up to £1000) and a criminal record.  
 

Field census officers will be knocking on doors following up non-responders and helping the public with 
queries. All officers will carry official identification cards and a critical workers letter.  The card will have a 
photograph and the officer’s name. The officers will work through the day to contact residents but will not 
call before 09:00 or after 20:00. Census officers will never ask for any money or bank details at any point 
during the conversation with respondents. 
 

More information and help is available at census.gov.uk and https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/council/census-
2021/  You can also phone the contact centre on 0800 141 2021 or visit a support centre offering help.  
 

Schools - It is absolutely fantastic that all children were welcomed back into the school classroom on 8 
March – the best place for them to learn. I have heard so many comments about how calm and positive the 
return has mainly been, and also about the chatter, smiles and joy, and how the schools feel busy again.  
 

Attendance is mandatory for all pupils, with secondary schools and colleges able to phase their return over 
this first week to allow students to be offered testing upon return. Some schools started this testing ahead 
of 8 March so they could manage the logistics needed. 
 

The Department for Education and Public Health England have put in place controls to reduce the risk of 
transmission and along with a school’s own workplace risk assessment, these measures create a much 
safer environment for children and staff where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially reduced.  
 

A key change is the use of face coverings where a social distance of 2m is not possible, including in 
classrooms for secondary aged pupils. Children in primary school do not need to wear a face covering and 
no pupils need to wear a mask when outdoors on the premises e.g. for PE lessons.  
 

Schools may also operate staggered starts and finishes to school lessons to accommodate safety 
measures, bubble groups and access systems to ensure children keep to social distancing guidelines, and 
robust hygiene measures to prevent the spread of infection. 
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School Admissions - Waiting to find out which secondary school 
you have been allocated can be an anxious time, for both parents 
and children. This year 96% of parents chose to complete their 
secondary school place application online, and the great news is that 
the vast majority of pupils in our area will be going to one of their 
preferred schools this September.  
 

Nearly 97% of pupils have been successful with one of their 3 
preferences. 86.48% will get their first preference, 7.61% will go to schools which were their second, while 
2.63% will attend their third preference school. 3.28% have been allocated a place at other schools.  
 
School places are allocated using the criteria which have been set out for that school. The County Council’s 
admissions team advise parents how to use their preferences wisely, and what to do if they are unhappy 
with the place they've got. There is still a lot of movement with the allocation of school places between now 
and September and the numbers of those receiving preferred places is likely to rise as appeals are heard 
locally over the coming term and other adjustments are made. You can find out more about schools and the 
allocation of places at www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools or by calling 0300 123 6707. 
 

Laptops - Over 27,000 laptops have now been distributed to youngsters across Lancashire to assist with 
home learning. These have been supplied by the Department for Education and the County Council via 
schools and colleges. Although our schools and colleges reopened on 8 March 2020, this essential kit will 
be needed to help pupils in their learning. If you are aware of a child or young person struggling without 
access to a laptop, encourage them to speak to their school who will be able to help. And also, a reminder 
that Mobile Data Support is available so families without internet access can use the 4G mobile network. 
Schools can request free mobile data packages to help children get online and the providers supporting this 
include 3, EE, Sky Mobile, Vodaphone, Tesco Mobile, Smarty, Virgin Mobile, and O2.  
 

Policing - It has again thankfully been a relatively quiet time in terms of recorded crimes in the Lancaster 

Rural North area during February. Our police are continuing to work in with the Local Authority and 

particularly the city council’s covid information officers, to provide appropriate enforcement to support the 

Covid effort. They have highlighted a huge increase in mental health demand reflecting the impact of the 

pandemic on residents across the area. They are also pro-actively targeting businesses that are flouting the 

covid regulations and keeping a watch on the number of unnecessary car journeys – particularly to rural 

beauty spots and issuing fines if appropriate.   
 

The police are also warning residents to continue to be on the alert for scams offering the Covid vaccine. 

The scams can be received via phone, text, or email. Often a link takes you to an extremely professional 

looking website and takes the user to a payment screen to enter their card details. You will NEVER be 

asked to pay for the Covid vaccine, so please report any suspicious messages to the Action Fraud Helpline 

https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ or phone 101. 
 

Highways - Once 
again due to the 
impact of rain and low 
temperatures are 
roads are suffering 
and potholes are 

appearing (and reappearing!).  Remember, if you 
see a pothole – please use ‘Report It’ so that 
highways teams can come out and repair it.  
 

You can also use Report It to let County Highways 
no about broken streetlights, blocked drains, 
damaged signs etc, too. Report a pothole at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-
travel/report-it/pothole 

Fostering - Of the 
2,000 children in the 
care of the county 
council, 65% of them 
are looked after by 
Foster carers.  
 

You can be a foster carer if you are single; you do 
not have any qualifications; you are not a 
homeowner - you just need a bedroom available for 
a child that can be their own space; you are over 
21 - there is no upper age limit. More information is 
at: www.lancashire.gov.uk/fostering  

 

I hope you found this update interesting and helpful. As always, keep in touch and stay safe and well. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Phillippa Williamson, March 2021 
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