
Hello everyone and welcome to my April update.  
 

As always, please get in touch if you would like to know more about anything covered or would like to 
receive a copy directly or by email. 
 

Covid-19 Testing - There are several ways you can get a 
coronavirus test in Lancashire.  
 

Symptoms - If you have any of the main symptoms of 
coronavirus you should get a free NHS test as soon as possible 
and stay at home until you get the result.  
 

Symptom free - About 1 in 3 people with coronavirus do not 
have symptoms but can still pass it on to others. So, regular testing of people without symptoms is 
important to help stop the virus spreading and protect your loved ones.  
 

All households with children of nursery, school or college age are also being asked to take twice-weekly 
Covid-19 tests and increasing numbers of businesses have now signed up to offer testing for their staff 
both remotely and in the workplace.  

 
Community testing centres are open throughout the 
district:  Anyone can attend a community testing centre 
and have a rapid lateral flow test.  Rapid lateral flow tests 
help to find cases in people who may not have symptoms 
but are still infectious and can pass the virus to others.   
 

The test usually involves taking a sample from your 
tonsils (or where they would have been!) and from your 
nose, using a swab. Results are available in 30 minutes. 
 

When attending a community testing centre, staff will go 
through the test process with you and complete a rapid 
lateral flow test during your visit.  
 

Whilst at the testing centre you can also collect a home 
testing kit, which will enable you to carry out rapid lateral 
flow tests at home. You can only collect a test kit for 
yourself, or for someone who is shielding.   
 

Test results must be reported whether positive or 
negative, and details on how to do this are included with 
the kit. It is recommended that tests are taken at least 
every 3 to 4 days. If you or anyone in your household 
tests positive, everyone in the household must self-
isolate immediately and get a PCR test to confirm the 
result (a PCR test is a different type of coronavirus test).   
 

As lockdown restrictions gradually ease we all need to play our part to help protect each other. Find more 
information and guidance about the twice weekly testing scheme on the gov.uk website.  
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Vaccination Roll-out - Here are the 
district figures across Lancashire to 1 
April 2021.  
 

We are doing well across the county, 
but especially in our area (Lancaster 
District), where over half the 
population have now received at least 
one dose.  
 
If you are interested in this kind of 
information - the data can be found by 
following this link:  
 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/   

 
Keer Recycling Centre - From Monday, 29 March, you are no longer restricted to dropping off one type 
of waste when you visit the centre and from Monday, 12 April, you can dispose of construction and 
demolition waste, also known as inert waste, such as plaster, plasterboard, or asbestos. There will be no 
requirement to obtain a permit.  However, the following restrictions on the way the recycling centres work 
are still in place due to the pandemic.  
 
• People need to be able to carry their waste from their vehicle to the skip as staff will not be able to help.  
• Vans and trailers using recycling centres need to book an appointment before they visit.  
• People cannot bring construction and demolition waste, and plaster, plasterboard, or asbestos, until    
  Monday, 12 April.  
• People must not visit if they have any symptoms of coronavirus or should be self-isolating.  
 
You can find out more about recycling centres at www.lancashire.gov.uk/waste. 
 

Policing - Recent police activity has been focussed on the easing of lock-down restrictions with dedicated 
patrols focussing on popular rural beauty spots, in particular Silverdale and the Lune Valley tackling 
inappropriate parking, anti-social behaviour, and anti-social driving/riding.   
 

The new Rural Task Force is now in place. This is an extra resource made possible by the uplift in police 
numbers and is in addition to the Neighbourhood Policing Team. Four officers are based in Morecambe 
and four in Garstang and are focussing on tackling criminals operating in rural areas including cross-border 
operations into Cumbria and Yorkshire. 

 
Holiday weekends, Silverdale - It is understandable that people want to come and enjoy our wonderful 
area and we should welcome it. But we also need everyone to think about others to preserve this special 
environment. So, over the Easter weekend, Silverdale deployed temporary traffic management measures 
to try to prevent problem parking causing access issues for residents and emergency services. 
 
Last year the village, like other beauty spots in our area and across the Country, experienced problems due 
to unusually high numbers of people visiting by car on weekends and Bank Holidays. As well as some 
inconsiderate parking, rubbish, as well as human and dog waste were left behind, overwhelming normal 
waste collections. So, on the Easter weekend the Parish Council used parking cones in identified problem 
areas to prevent obstructive parking causing access issues for residents and emergency vehicles.  
 
The temporary measures were drawn up as a result of collaboration between Silverdale Parish Council, 
Lancashire County Council, and Lancashire Constabulary. Signs were also used to highlight extra car 
parking available at St John’s Silverdale Primary School, Bleasdale School and Silver Sapling to alleviate 
the pressure on car parks at Eaves Wood and within the village.  
 
In addition, visitors were also reminded to observe the Countryside Code and respect the local 
environment. Feedback from this initiative was very positive and it is planned to repeat the approach for the 
upcoming bank holiday weekends. 
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Reopened from 12 April 2021 - The pool is now welcoming 

twelve schools, Parent Teachers Associations as well as 

members of the public back for swimming. 
 

During the latest lockdown new stainless-steel walk down steps, 

with handrails on each side have arrived. The steps will help not 

only less agile than they used to be, but also parents with toddlers. They will of course be removed for 

Carnforth Otters and other lane swims. In addition, the pool will retain the Covid precautionary measures 

with extra sanitising measures and limits on the number of swimmers. It is hoped that these, along with the 

chlorinated water, will encourage swimmers of all ages to return to the pool. 
 

Getting back to some form of normality will be good for our mental and physical health and should 

swimming be recommended for specific health reasons, including the effects of lockdown due Covid, you 

can obtain a referral from your GP or Health Centre for special free swims with limited numbers at the pool.  
 

The pool is also offering sessions where children can learn the basics of water safety and achieve Royal 

Life Saving Society “Rookie Lifeguard” Bronze, Silver or Gold award. For more information email 

Info@carnforthpool.org, or call in to the pool when they are open. 

 

Highways - As the weather improves we are seeing more activity from 

Highways Teams. For more extensive road repairs and improvements, 

Traffic Regulation Orders are required to put in place temporary traffic 

lights and diversions where they are needed.  All these are published on 

the County Council website in the Highways Bulletin section at: 

Roadworks and traffic regulation orders - Lancashire County Council 

This site also includes those orders requested by utility companies for 

planned and unplanned work 

There are some planned upcoming temporary road closures which you will want to be aware of in our area. 

The A683 – will be closed between 17/05/2021 until 27/06/2021 to enable highway improvement works to 

take place. In addition, in the next 8-12 weeks road safety markings and additional signage is planned to be 

put in place on Borwick Road, Warton. 

And don’t forget, you can let Highways know if you spot a pothole, a problem with a footway or your grit bin 
is running empty, just follow these links: 
 

• Request a grit bin or report an empty bin at: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/winter/gritting/grit-bins 

• Report a pothole at: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/pothole 
      

Cricket news - If you are a cricket fan you will be interested to know that 
Lancashire County Council and Lancashire Cricket have agreed to work 
together to support the delivery of local, regional, and national cricket in 
Lancashire and look to develop a second home for the club's teams and 
bring together professional and amateur cricketers. Work is underway to 
confirm the most appropriate location and those plans will be subject to 
public consultation through the usual planning permission process. 
 

The project will also support the development of community and 
recreational, youth and elite sport in Lancashire, promoting the health and wellbeing opportunities from 
sport and team activities, as well as involve the local community. It will also increase education and training 
opportunities for students in Lancashire and elsewhere, across varied age groups and support the club’s 
ambition to deliver a Lancashire Cricket experience into 1,000 state schools across the county, by 2030. 
 

And finally - As ever please keep in touch, stay safe and well and if I can be of help just let me know. 
 

Very best wishes  
 

Phillippa Williamson 
April 2020 
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