
Hello,  

I hope you had as good and restful a Christmas break as possible during these strange times and that you 
had some time to relax with those in your family you could be with. I am sure we are all looking forward to a 
better 2021 and better times to come. 
 

Please get in touch if you would like to know more about any of the items covered in this update or you 
would like to receive a copy of the updates directly. 
 

I have started this update with a round up of news related to the pandemic – as we have moved into the 
latest lockdown, I thought it would be helpful to know of the latest position on some services. 
 

Household Waste Recycling Centres - Our local site at Carnforth continues to be open from Thursday 
to Monday between 9am and 5pm for essential visits. Cars will continue to be allowed access to the 
recycling centres without an appointment.  
 

Vans, hire vans, and trailers (including single axle trailers) must have an appointment and can book via the 
website at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/book-appointment/ or by phoning 0300 123 
6781 (the telephone booking system is only available Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm only).  

 
Libraries - These are now operating reduced opening hours and limited 
services in line with the government guidance. The libraries are open for 
essential computer use, photocopying, printing, at the door collection of 
book reservations and Six of the Best selections, with measures in place 
to help prevent the spread of coronavirus.  
 

Unfortunately, you are not able to come into a library to choose your own 

book or browse. But if you only want to return books, you can drop them 
into a returned books container during the revised library opening hours, 
without an appointment or entering the library building.   
 

All books now on loan are being renewed to Thursday 1st April. Any fines incurred will be waived so please 
do not feel obliged to make an unnecessary visit to the library to return them. If you have any queries, 
please email: library.online@lancashire.gov.uk  
 
Your library at home is also still available, full of brilliant reading, learning and information resources for 
everyone. You will need your library card number, PIN, and an email address to use some of them.  
Full information is at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/libraries-archives-and-museums/. 
 

COVID vaccination roll out - Currently, there are 32 vaccination 
sites at GP surgeries across the county/south Cumbria and 6 hospital 
hub sites at Blackpool Victoria Hospital, Burnley Teaching Hospital, 
Furness General Hospital, Royal Blackburn Teaching Hospital, Royal 
Lancaster Infirmary and Royal Preston Hospital.   
 

A number of larger-scale vaccination centres will be among many more 
sites coming on stream over the next few weeks. For the latest locations 
where Covid-19 vaccinations are available and for updates on the 
vaccination programme visit: https://healthierlsc.co.uk/CovidVaccination 
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COVID vaccination scam warning - Sadly, some people have received suspicious calls and text 
messages offering the COVID-19 vaccination. It is worth repeating that the vaccine is only available on the 
NHS to people in priority groups, and the NHS will contact you when it is your turn. You will never be asked 
you to press a button on your keypad or send a text to confirm you want the vaccine, and never be asked 
for payment or for your bank details. Also, at the moment the NHS is not making house calls to deliver or 
discuss the vaccine. Anyone offering this now, is committing a crime. If you receive a call you believe to be 
fraudulent, just hang up and report this directly to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. For more information 
visit: www.actionfraud.police.uk/vaccine 

 
Education & Childcare - All early years’ providers are open 
during this period of national lockdown. As well as nurseries, 
childminders and nannies being able to operate, parents can 
form a childcare bubble with one other household for the 
purposes of informal childcare, where the child is under 14. In 
addition, some households will also be able to benefit from being 
in a support bubble. 
 

Primary, Secondary and Special Schools - These are now open to 
children of critical workers (previously called key workers) and for 
vulnerable children. The definitions of critical workers and vulnerable children have been extended and 
parents should show an ID card or a wage slip to meet these definitions.   
 

Access to technology and mobile data - The government has committed to providing over 1m devices to 
help schools and colleges throughout the pandemic and support home learning and the scale of deliveries 
across the county has now increased. Support is also available so families without internet access can use 
the 4G mobile network with schools able to request free mobile data packages to help children get online. 
Schools can also request free mobile data uplifts for disadvantaged families. The providers supporting the 
offer include Three, EE, Sky Mobile, Vodaphone, Tesco Mobile, Smarty, Virgin Mobile, and O2. In addition, 
the government is working with these operators to provide access to educational sites. 
 

Free School Meals - Schools are providing food parcels or meals to eligible students who are accessing 
learning remotely. The national voucher scheme is also available so if a school cannot offer food parcels or 
an alternative local solution, every eligible child can access free school meals while learning at home.  
 

Testing - A rapid testing programme for secondary schools and colleges is continuing for those on site, 
with daily testing of close contacts available to students and staff and weekly testing available for staff. 
Early Years settings and Primary staff will shortly also be included in this programme. 
 

Exams - You will be aware that students will not be asked to sit GCSE, AS and A level exams this summer. 
the Education Secretary expects Ofqual to consider a teacher assessed system as a replacement for 
GCSEs, AS and A levels. A rapid consultation will be launched this week to give certainty to schools, 
colleges, and students, while also giving them the opportunity to have their say.  
 

Get the Data & Help - Every week the County Council publishes the latest coronavirus data for 
Lancashire at www.lancashire.gov.uk/covidweekly   
 

And remember there is plenty of support and advice at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/coronavirus-
updates/financial-help/ and at http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/sites/coronavirus-information 

 
Become a #LancsCareHero - The County Council urgently 

needs to recruit more paid care workers. The roles include 

supporting older people or adults with disabilities in residential care 

or supported living, as well as roles as catering and cleaning staff, 

driver attendants and passenger assistants. 
 

If you have recently left a role in the care sector, have previous 
experience in a care setting or if you don’t have any experience at all 
but want to help out, get in touch as training will be provided.  
 

More information on the roles on offer and how to apply is at: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/jobs/carers/ 
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Highways - The county council is responsible for 
over 4,300 miles of roads of which around 1,800 
miles are part of Lancashire’s 'Priority Road 
Network' for salting and snow clearing: 
  
• Non-trunk motorways and A roads – the main 

routes across the county.  

• B roads – other main roads in and out of towns.  

• Single routes in and out of all villages. 
  
County Highways cannot grit every road in Lancashire. Even if they had the resources needed, they 
couldn't grit them quickly enough to make a real difference. No council does this. But, in severe weather 
conditions, they keep the fleet of 45 gritters on the road 24/7 if needs be.  
 

In addition, they aim to treat the second most important roads during periods of continuous ice or snow, in 
daylight hours and after the higher priority roads have been treated. They have also identified priority 
footway networks and work with district councils to treat these paths during periods of ice or heavy snow.  
 

When low temperatures are forecast, they grit the roads as a precaution before the frost forms, usually 
during the evening or early hours of the morning. It can take the gritters up to four hours to grit one route 
and even longer in severe weather conditions.  
 

Highways England is responsible for gritting the M6, M55, M58, M61 and M65 to Junction 10, the A56 
between the M66 and M65 and the A585 between the M55 and Fleetwood.  
 

Despite best efforts, winter weather can still make roads treacherous and there is no guarantee that roads 
will always be completely free of ice and snow, so we all need to take extra care. But you can keep up to 
date in several ways: 
 

• Latest gritting updates – just log on to:  https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/winter/gritting/updates 

• Highways England latest traffic updates at: http://www.trafficengland.com 

• Follow #LancsWinter on twitter  
 

And remember, you can let Highways know if you spot a pothole, your grit bin is running empty or you even 
want to request a new bin. Just follow these links: 
 

• Request a grit bin or report an empty bin at: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/winter/gritting/grit-bins 

• Report a pothole at: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/pothole 

 
 

Family Safeguarding - The County Council has 
launched a new way of working with families who 
may be struggling, so that they can stay together, 
where it is safe to do so.  
 

21 co-located multi-agency teams have been set up 
to offer wrap-around support for families, particularly 
those facing issues with mental health, domestic 
abuse, and substance misuse.  

 

Social workers will focus on entire families rather than only children, working alongside psychologists, 
mental health workers, domestic abuse and recovery practitioners, so parents can get support from one 
team.  
 

Using a technique called motivational interviewing that boosts parents’ confidence to change behaviours 
that may cause harm to their children, the intention is to meet their needs earlier and enable children and 
parents to stay together where it is safe to do so. Research shows that separation often causes anxiety, 
adversity and trauma for both children and adults, and in turn this has a negative impact on repeat cycles of 
addiction, chaos and problematic drug or alcohol use across generations.   
 

The County Council received £6.3m from the Department for Education’s Strengthening Families Protecting 
Children programme, to help implement this way of working which has been successful in other areas. 
The pandemic has placed additional strains on families and this new way of working together will support 
the safeguarding of children and families in a more preventative and effective way.  
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Policing - There have been a total of 7 incidents reported to the Police over December for the Lancaster 

Rural North area. Of these 2 were reports of suspected COVID regulation breaches and 2 were hoax 
calls. There were no crimes recorded at all which of course is excellent news. 
 

Over the coming month the police will be continuing to support the rollout of the COVID 19 vaccine working 
with NHS, Public Health England, and County Council. If anyone requires any assistance in any way as a 
result of the pandemic please direct them to https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/sites/coronavirus-information or 

ring the Lancaster District Community Hub on 01524 582000. 

 
Did you know…?  
 

There are many myths about 
and perceived barriers to 
fostering and the latest 
fostering campaign focuses 
on busting the three main 
myths by explaining: 
 

• You can be single and 
foster 

• You don't need to be a 
homeowner to foster 

• You don't need to have 
any qualifications to 
foster  

 

The County Council also want to appeal to people whose circumstances have changed due to the 
pandemic and they may be looking for a new and rewarding challenge and to people who have considered 
fostering in the past, but maybe the time wasn't right for them to progress, to now get in touch. 
 

How you can support the campaign – If you know anyone who may be interested in fostering please direct 
them to https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/fostering/can-i-foster/ which helps prospective foster carers 
understand whether they are likely to be eligible to foster or the fostering enquiry line 0300 123 6723. 

 
Countryside Code - Natural England has a statutory duty to produce and promote the Countryside Code 
to guide people visiting the countryside. It also has a duty to advise landowners and managers in relation to 
access on their land.  
 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, as we have seen the number of visits to the countryside has increased 
and in response, Natural England published an updated short version of the Countryside Code 
accompanied by a summer-long campaign to promote the safe enjoyment of the countryside. 
 

Natural England is now planning to update both this short version of the Code and the full version with an 
aim to be ready to welcome people back into the countryside in spring 2021 with greater awareness of their 
rights and responsibilities. Any changes will be based on the views of a range of interested parties, and to 
gather feedback, they have been running an online survey which takes about 25 minutes and is at: 
https://defragroup.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sosQ0YlnPyfv3T 

 
Lancaster Station - Work to refurbish the Grade II listed footbridge 
which links platforms 3 to 6 has begun as part of a £1.3m Great North 
Rail investment project. In addition to making sure the bridge remains 
safe and reliable, it will also improve its appearance, inside and out. 
 

The work runs to the end of August 2021 and has been planned so 
trains keep running and passengers who need to travel on the move, 
whilst following COVID safety advice when using public transport. 

 

I hope you found this update interesting and helpful. Please keep in touch and stay safe and well. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Phillippa Williamson 
January 2021 
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