
Hello,  

It has been such an unusual year for us all and as we near Christmas with the Omicron covid variant on our 
minds, I hope you are keeping safe and well.   
 

As you know, on Sunday 12 December, the Prime Minister announced that everyone aged 18 and over who 
is eligible for a booster will be able to book one by the end of December. In our area 88% of people have had 
their first vaccine, 82.9% have had their second vaccine and 55.7% their booster jab.  
 

Lancashire is aiming to deliver around 500,000 jabs in the next 3 weeks – a doubling of the current 
vaccination rate and the NHS is working to increase capacity, offer extended opening hours, set up more 
vaccination centres and support more GPs and community pharmacies to be 
able to offer lifesaving jabs across the country.  
 

More sites and booking appointments are becoming available every day 
including some more unusual pop-up sites to make it as easy as possible for 
people to get their jabs. For example, the auction mart at Junction 36 on the M6, 
turned vaccine clinic for the day, as farmers and those living in more remote 
parts of the region flocked to get their booster jabs. 
 

It is also recognised that transport to a vaccination site can be 
difficult for some people, especially if they do not have their own 
transport.  
 

So, a number of bus operators in Lancashire are offering free travel 
to passengers going to get their Covid-19 vaccination and Boosters, 
following discussions with Lancashire County Council.  
 

Residents will be able to travel to the vaccination clinic where they 
have an appointment when using any service in Lancashire run by 
Stagecoach and Coastliner Buses, that operate on the Fylde coast.  
 

All you need to do is show your driver a text or email on your phone, 
or a letter or other printed document that confirms your appointment for that day. The free travel offer is in 
place until further notice.  
 

Volunteers wanted - To help with the booster programme roll out, the County Council are recruiting 
volunteers. If you can spare a few hours, please sign up now at https://www.healthierlsc.co.uk/volunteer 
 
More information - For more details about the COVID-19 vaccination programme and to find your nearest 
walk-in centre visit: https://www.healthierlsc.co.uk/covidvaccination or by calling 119. 
 

Covid-19: Beware of Covid Pass Scams - Recently there has been a spike in scams around the NHS 
Covid Pass, it is likely to increase with the move to Plan B of the Autumn and Winter Plan 2021 in England.  
 

Some people are taking advantage of this strain and have created fake websites claiming to sell covid 
passes. These sorts of scams target NHS patients and people who may be vulnerable. Please remember:  
 

• The NHS App is FREE • The NHS Covid Pass is FREE • The NHS will NEVER ask for payment or any 
financial details  
 

For information on how to get your FREE NHS Covid Pass visit 'NHS Covid Pass' at www.nhs.uk 
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New first class cricket ground in Lancashire - A partnership between Lancashire County Council and 
Lancashire Cricket will build a new high-quality elite performance and community cricket facility on the 
Woodcock Estate in central Lancashire. It will provide new professional standard facilities, to be used by the 
club for competitive matches and training, and also offer a valuable asset for the local community to use.  
 

The new ground will be Lancashire Cricket’s second ground and will encourage sport, fun, participation, 
health, wellbeing, and activity in a safe and managed environment. The Club will also continue to use 
alternative grounds elsewhere in the North West for competitive matches as they do now.  
 

The proposals include:  
 

• New high-quality cricket facilities in the form of two 
full-sized pitches with natural sloping terraces.  
 

• All weather cricket training nets and a single pavilion 
building to support both pitches, providing changing 
rooms, a gym and hospitality outlets.  

 

• Cycle and car parking will also be provided. The site is 
also easily accessible by public transport.  

 

• The second pitch will be used for matches and training for Lancashire Cricket, but will also be utilised as 
a facility that can be used by the community (schools and cricket clubs, etc) throughout the year.  

 

Read more about the proposed facilities at www.lancashire.gov.uk/cricket 
 

Policing - The Police and Crime Commissioner - Andrew Snowden - 
published his new Police and Crime Plan on 9 December 2021.  
 

This plan was based on his recent survey of residents across Lancashire. 
Over 5000 people shared their views, priorities, and suggestions.  
 

Over 90% of residents listed serious crime as a high priority and over 80% 
wanted to see a focus on anti-social behaviour and patrols of areas with 
regular reports of crime. Child exploitation and domestic abuse were also 
highlighted, and people wanted to see strong and dedicated police 
resources for both urban and rural areas of the county. 
 

The Police and Crime Plan for Lancashire sets out the strategic direction 
for policing in Lancashire and it is the Commissioners role is to hold the 

Chief Constable to account for delivery against the priorities the plan sets out for the force. To read the plan 
go to: https://www.lancashire-pcc.gov.uk/the-police-and-crime-plan/police-and-crime-plan-21-25/ 
 

Keeping in touch - If you want to know more about the work of the Police and Crime Commissioner you can 
log on to: www.Lancashire-pcc.gov.uk or follow@LancsPCC. And for news updates sign up to 
www.stayintheknow.co.uk community messaging. 
 

And locally - Our Rural Task Force is focusing on burglary and cross border crime by organised criminals 
across the district. Operation Target involves officers in unmarked and marked vehicles patrolling rural areas 
throughout the hours of darkness to disrupt and detect criminal activity. 
 

In addition, our police have carried out raids at addresses in Lancaster and Morecambe for a series of drug 
warrants as part of Operation Vanquish. This operation is about tackling the crime issues that matter most to 
communities such as drug dealing, burglary, and anti-social behaviour. It will involve a surge of police activity 
with dozens of officers swooping on different areas of the county in a bid to blitz crime and associated 
antisocial behaviour. More work is planned in the weeks to come including dozens more warrants, 
community engagement activity, traffic enforcement and crime prevention work.  
 

#MakeItHomeForChristmas - A Christmas Drink Drive campaign is underway to remind everybody to stay 
safe and look after each other. Targeting those who get behind the wheel while under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs, officers will be stopping drivers at checkpoints and conducting roadside breath and drug tests, as 
well as targeting people where intelligence suggests they may be driving under the influence. If you are 
concerned that somebody is drink or drug-driving please tell the police on 101 or online at 
doitonline.lancashire.police.uk. Also if you have any information which may help officers, speak to a local 
officer or call Crimestoppers free and in confidence on 0800 555 111 or at crimestoppers-uk.org. 
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Community Flood Groups - From tackling flood risk issues to community resilience planning, flood 
groups can have very different aims. The Flood Hub is looking at the benefits of community flood groups.  
 

Find out more in their resource centre here: ttps://thefloodhub.co.uk/knowledge-hub/ 
 

 
Some Highways News …..      
 

A601(M) - On May 14, 2020, the Department for Transport awarded £9.245m to the County Council as part 
of the Transport Infrastructure Investment Fund to carry out improvements to the A601(M) to re-purpose it to 
meet the challenges of the coming decades. 
 

Over the next two years the County Council’s Highway Design and Construction Team will be working on this 
project, which on completion envisages that the route will have its motorway status removed. This will mean 
that all users will be able to use it as a regular road, including cyclists, and the speed limit will be reduced. It 
is estimated that the improvements will save the county council up to £30m over the coming years, money 
that will be redirected to fund essential highways work in our area. 
 

The project team have carried out extensive ecological surveys around the A601(M) corridor over the past 
year so that they can take care of the existing flora and fauna whilst the improvement work is taking place. 
After local consultation, they also plan more landscaping to enhance the area.  
 

Over the coming months in addition to the ecological investigations, the project team will oversee public 
consultation with regards to de-specialisation which will be extensively advertised. It is likely to be held in late 
February/March 2022 and involve drop in events in Carnforth. In addition, the team will be undertaking 
detailed design work, traffic modelling, extensive ground investigation as well as liaising with National 
Highways, Network Rail, and the Canal & Rivers Trust. 
 
Just a reminder, please continue to use ‘Report- It’ to tell the County Council about any potholes and 
other issues with streetlights, traffic lights and broken signs etc. In the last month through Report-It, the 
county council have repaired 3811 safety defect repairs; cleared 4881 gullies, repaired 806 streetlights, and 
resurfaced 12.4km of roads. The link is: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/  
And of course, if there are any other highways issues you need help with, please just let me know. 
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Keeping the roads clear in winter - The county council is 
responsible for over 4,300 miles of roads of which approximately 
1,800 miles are part of Lancashire’s 'Priority Road Network' for 
salting and snow clearing.  
 

It can take gritters up to four hours to grit one route and even 

longer in severe weather conditions. When low temperatures are 

forecast the roads are gritted as a precaution before the frost 

forms, usually during the evening or early hours of the morning.  

Of course, weather forecasts are only a guide and local knowledge, and expertise is vital in deciding what to 

do. So, to keep updated on #LancsWinter and find out when and where the council will be gritting visit: 
 

Twitter - www.twitter.com/lancashirecc   
Facebook - www.facebook.com/lancashirecc  
Winter website – www.lancashire.gov.uk/winter  
 

 

The Bentham Line - Do you use the rail service from 

Morecambe to Leeds via Lancaster and Skipton, also known as 

the BenthamLine?  

Work is ongoing to make the case for improvements to these 

services, beginning with a passenger survey.  

If you could spare a few minutes please visit 

https://forms.office.com/r/gq1w7dCgn2 

 
COP 26 - The United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) took place in Glasgow in November. As 
part of the conference Lancashire Council hosted several events to highlight the climate change work going 
on in the county. 
 

In the lead up to the conference, there was a national roadshow of activities to gather stories about local 
projects and their impact, as well as showcasing what individuals and organisations can do now to support 
the Government’s Net Zero ambitions. Again, the county council took part delivering two North West Green 
Zones, focussing on energy and events as part of the ‘Zero Carbo Tour‘ at Towneley Hall, the Clean Energy 
Technology Park and Lancaster University. 
 

Last year, the county council committed to shifting Lancashire away from a reliance on carbon by 2030. To 
that end, four environment commissions were established exploring carbon reduction, renewables, climate 
resilience and the state of the environment. Draft reports have now been produced under each of those 
headings and are undergoing consultation before being published.  
 

The documents provide a strong evidence basis for what Lancashire needs to do next with suggestions 
about projects and where we will get the biggest impact to reach net zero. They build on existing best 
practice such as the peat restoration projects on the outskirts of the Forest of Bowland and the conversion of 
the county’s 152,000 streetlamps to use LED bulbs and reduce carbon emissions by over 86k tonnes and 
save almost £40m in energy costs. But equally, the reports also highlight the county’s innovative new high-
tech, low-carbon industries.  
 

A climate and environment summit is being planned for March 2022 to launch the reports and the supporting 
strategy and action plan. 

 
And finally - As ever please keep in touch, and if I can be of help just let me know.  
 

Also, if you would like to know more about anything covered in this update or would like to receive a copy 
directly or by email please let me know. 
 
Very best wishes,  
 

Phillippa Williamson    
December 2021 
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