
Hello and welcome to my latest update.  
 

Please get in touch if you would like to know more about any of the items or you would like to receive a 
copy of the updates directly. 
 

CoVid Alert Level 3 - All of our lives have been affected by 

coronavirus and will continue to be, until there is a vaccine. 

Following a sustained increase in coronavirus cases across the 

county, Lancashire has been moved into Tier 3, the ‘Very High’ 

CoVid Alert Level and there are significant additional restrictions on 

people and businesses across the county. You can find out more 

about the ‘very high’ restrictions at www.lancashire.gov.uk/health-

and-social-care/your-health-and-wellbeing/coronavirus/ 
 

As of last week, CoVid infection rates for our local area were lower than many other areas of Lancashire. 
However, we are all being asked to stick to the restrictions and follow the simple guidance around 
‘hands, face and space’ and if showing symptoms to get tested so you know if you need to stay at home 
and avoid passing it on to people you know. You can book a test by calling 119 or visit: 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-
coronavirus/ 
 

Being in Alert Level 3 means that Lancashire receives additional grant funding from the Government.  

The County Council and City Council websites have information on financial and other support available 

for those whose income has diminished or would benefit for other support due to the CoVid restrictions.  

 

Guidance on upcoming community events - The Lancashire Resilience Forum has issued 
guidance on restrictions around upcoming community events for the remainder of 2020 due to 
coronavirus. As we are now in Tier 3 of the local coronavirus alert level which prohibits most social 
mixing, the decision has been taken to prohibit large scale events across the county. The restrictions 
relate to:  
 

- Halloween (31 October) - No household mixing/public events and no trick 

or treating  

- Bonfire celebrations (5-7 November) - No household mixing/public events  

- Remembrance Sunday (8 November) - Reduced to a small scale civic/faith 
ceremony which is socially distanced and CoVid secure, so sadly no public 
events/marches or parades. The Mayors/Deputy Mayors of Lancaster and 
Carnforth will undertake private wreath laying ceremonies and encouraging 
people to observe the two minutes silence on their doorsteps this year. 

- Christmas period (December) - No major public events e.g. No Christmas 

light ‘Switch On’ events  

- New Year’s Eve (31 December) - No major public events e.g. firework 

displays 
 

The Lancashire Resilience Forum has not taken these decisions lightly but by 

following this guidance it is hoped it will limit the spread of coronavirus and help keep people safe. If 

national or local regulations change, further guidance will be issued. 
 

Finally, worship, in places of worship, is not impacted by this guidance where existing government CoVid 

safety guidance continues to apply. 

  

County Councillor Phillippa Williamson 
Cabinet Member for Children, Young People & Schools 
 

Lancaster Rural North - Arkholme, Borwick, Capernwray, Carnforth, Docker, 

Millhead, the Kellets, Priest Hutton, Silverdale, Warton, the Yealands. 

 

Email: Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PhillippaWilliamsonLancasterRuralNorth 
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Policing - The police are currently very active enforcing the CoVid legislation, in particular focussing on 
licensed premises and unlawful gatherings in and around Lancaster and Morecambe. The pattern over 
the summer months of criminals targeting our rural area for agricultural vehicles and machinery has 
however not changed. A recent incident has shown offenders have been using a quad bike as a means 
of committing crimes as opposed to stealing the bikes themselves, which has been the usual pattern for 
a while.  
 

Historically this time of year sees an increase in burglaries of farming and rural commercial premises. 
The types of property stolen tends to include tractors, trailers, and other machinery. So, it’s a good time 
to review security and our police will be using a mixture of high visibility patrols as well as unmarked 
vehicles around some of the places previously targeted to mitigate the risks of further thefts.    
  
As I have mentioned before the local rural task force covering the north side of the River Lune is being 
increased in size. The team will shortly see another 4 police constables added to the existing 3 
constables and 4 PCSO’s of the Neighbourhood Policing team. 
 

So, with the continuing pattern of rural crime, it is sensible for us all to stay alert and where we can 
ensure our property is secure. We can also help by letting the police know if we have any information 
which may help with their work.  
 

Finally, Police and Trading Standards officers are also warning people to beware of Covid-19 conmen, 
phone fraudsters and dodgy drive repair firms following the latest scam reports. Their advice is that you 
should always be suspicious of anyone calling and claiming to be from the council; ask for ID and check 
with the council if you are not expecting a visit.   
 

To report any scams or rogue traders, you should contact Lancashire Trading Standards via the Citizens 
Advice Consumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133 or you can report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2014 or 
go to www.actionfraud.police.uk. And if you are looking for a trader in your area, you can check out the 
‘Safe Trader’ scheme by contacting 0303 333 1111 or go to www.safetrader.org.uk.  
 

There have also been phone scam reports, particularly claiming to be from HMRC. Advice from HMRC 
on how to deal with any suspicious contact that you receive can be found at gov.uk  Locally, residents in 
Morecambe have been contacted by phone by an alleged representative of Age UK Lancashire wanting 
to visit to see if any help could be provided. These calls have not come from Age UK Lancashire, who 
are concerned that the caller may dishonestly access people’s homes and gain their trust. Anyone who 
has received a call regarding support from Age UK Lancashire that they have not requested, should call 
the customer services team at Age UK Lancashire on 0300 3031234. Also, to reduce telesales calls, you 
can join the Telephone Preference Service on 03450 700707. 
 

M6 Junction 33 & Lancaster City Centre Movement & 
Public Realm Strategy - Consultation is underway on two 
proposals to help deliver the infrastructure to support additional 
housing in south Lancaster, and to improve Lancaster City Centre.  
There is more information and a virtual exhibition space at 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/Transforming-Lancaster-Travel  where you 
can view 6 options for a M6 Junction 33 Link Road and 8 options 

for the Lancaster City Centre Strategy. You can also fill in an online questionnaire about the proposals 
by clicking the ‘Have Your Say’ link. The consultation runs from 26 October 2020 to 4 December 2020.  
 

M601(M) - The County Council has received £9.2m to carry out major improvements to the M601(M). 

Specifically, repairing 4 bridges and replacing Higher North Road Bridge with a traffic light controlled 

junction. It will also include declassifying the road, mirroring the declassification of the shorter section on 

the Over Kellet side of the M6, but retaining a dual carriageway along the entire length.  
 

County Highways are currently carrying out detailed survey and design work, including analysis of the 

potential impact of traffic, cycle, and pedestrian movements and of any planned development. The 

priority is to ensure traffic flows along North Road and the surrounding area are not increased because 

of any changes. Options to achieve this will feature in a large-scale public consultation planned for May 

2021 including the opportunity to discuss the proposals with the designers to help refine them further.  
 

Report-It - just a reminder to please continue to use ‘Report-It’ to tell the County Council about any 
potholes you spot and issues with streetlights, traffic lights and broken signs. The link to do this is: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/   
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Libraries - Silverdale and Carnforth libraries reopened on 21 October. 
Both libraries are operating the same opening hours as before and 
visitors can browse, borrow, photocopy and use computers without an 
appointment, but may have to queue before being able to enter as part of 
new social distancing arrangements, which limit the number of people 
allowed in at any one time.  
 

The Six of the Best service, a selection of up to six books chosen and 
issued to customers by library staff, is still available. These can be 
collected at the entrance of the library. People will need to speak with library staff, see the information on 
the library’s website, or call 0300 123 6703 between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday to arrange this 
service. Public computers will also be available for 45-minute sessions starting on the hour, on a first 
come, first served basis. It may be possible to extend sessions upon request if nobody else is waiting. 
 

More widely, libraries are now also able to make space available for people to sit, study, and make use 
of the free Wi-Fi. Arrangements will vary depending upon the amount of space available. Also, the music 
and drama lending service for groups such as choirs, orchestras and drama societies is also available 
again, though limited to collections already held by local libraries. Orders can be placed online, and sets 
can be returned to any library. Unfortunately, the music and drama collection held at Lostock Hall isn't 
currently available for browsing due to coronavirus restrictions. 
 

Anyone wanting to return books can do this by placing them in the returned books container at the 
entrance of any library that is open. Please do not post them through letter boxes or leave them outside 
libraries. Books can be renewed online or by calling 0300 123 6704. On return, books are quarantined 
for 72 hours before they are re-shelved.  
 

Customers are encouraged to renew their books before 1 December, as charges for overdue books will 
be reinstated from this date. Similarly, all book reservations collected after 1 December will incur a 75p 
charge. 
 

All customers will be required to wear a face covering when visiting the library, unless they are 
exempted. Children under 11 will not be required to cover their faces and customers will be asked to 
provide their name and contact details to support the NHS Test and Trace system.  
 

The home library delivery service for the most vulnerable customers is continuing and don’t forget the 
Library Service’s Online Resources where there is free access to eBooks, eAudiobooks and 1000s of 
magazines, newspapers and comics using your Lancashire Library membership. More information about 
the Digital service is at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/your-library-at-
home/ 
 

And finally, ‘Crime Capers!’ - You can take part in the 'Lancashire Crime Capers' competition for 
Libraries Week 2020 with the opportunity to win an iPad. All you need to do is review of a crime or 
detective novel. You can find out more at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-
archives/libraries/crime-capers/ 
 

Lancashire Archives - The popular and well used archive was reopened on 9 
October. The opening hours are Tuesday to Friday from 9.30am until 12.30pm and 
from 1.30pm until 4pm and you can visit by advance appointment only.  
 

You may book up to 4 sessions a week. In each half day session there will be 8 
spaces for researching original archives and in addition 2 public computer spaces; 2 
microfilm/microfiche reader spaces and 1 computer for accessing audio recordings 
and digital archives. All books, maps, and documents that you want to look at must 
be ordered in advance, so please contact Lancashire Archives to discuss your 

research needs and to complete a booking form. 
 

When visiting the archive, you need bring your own pencils and paper to write with as these cannot be 
supplied. You may also bring your own laptop/tablet and power sockets and Wi-Fi are available free of 
charge. You can also bring your own camera or phone to photograph documents, but a fee will be 
payable for this facility.  
 

Face coverings must be worn throughout your visit unless you have a medical exemption and as part of 
the government Test and Trace service the service will retain a temporary record of your name and 
contact details for 21 days. The NHS Test and Trace service may request those details. For more 
information go to www.lancashire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/libraries-archives-and-museums/ 
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Lancashire & the CoVid 19 Pandemic Archive collection - The Archive Service are creating a 
new collection so that future generations understand the effect of COVID19 on everyday life in 
Lancashire. You can contribute by writing down, drawing, or making a sound recording or short video or 
take photographs about what has changed and how you feel about it. Contributions are welcome from all 
ages including children. They would also appreciate your help in collecting other material such as:  
 

• Leaflets/flyers/posters from district councils and other institutions  
• Material from local business relating to closures or changes to how they operate 
• Advice from local organisations about hygiene, social distancing, and self-isolation 
• Information about community efforts to help vulnerable and isolated persons 
• Information from local schools regarding closures and home-schooling. 
 

You can send any contributions by email to archives@lancashire.gov.uk including 
your name, age and the place where you live (not your full address) or to post them to 
Lancashire Archives, Bow Lane, Preston, PR1 2RE. Don’t forget to include your name, age, and the 
place where you live (not your full address).  
 

The contributions will be kept safe for the future and made available for other people to read, look at, 
listen to and watch.  Your name and age will be included unless you ask for it to be left out. If you want to 
restrict public access to your contribution for a while, please let the service know. 

 
Small Grant Funding - Two local organisations have recently been awarded grants from the Young 
People Champion Grant Fund. Warton Warriers Junior Football Club have received funding to help 
purchase kit and equipment. Carnforth Community Swimming Pool are receiving help to provide 
children up to the age of 14 with fun sports sessions and Royal Life Saving Society “Rookie Lifeguard” 
courses. Both are great initiatives giving local children safe opportunities for exercise, learning and 
socialising.  
 

The Young People Champion Grant Fund is still open for applications from clubs and organisers of 
activities for young people as are the: 
 

• Older Peoples Champion Grant Fund - which encourages active, independent, and healthy lives 
for Older People (those over 55)  

• Mental Health Champion Grant Fund - supports local organisations the mental health and 
wellbeing of the community 

 

For all these funds, the application process is simple and grants average £250 - £500 and make a huge 
difference to the work of these groups and the lives of the people they support.  

 
#Wish for a Family - Adoption Lancashire & 
Blackpool is encouraging prospective adopters 
wishing for a child to complete their own family to get 
in touch.  
 

Consideration is given to anyone over 21 who wishes 
to adopt, regardless of their age, marital status, 
sexuality, gender, or religious background. There are 
no strict rules about whether people should have 
jobs, their own homes or have their own children. 

 

Adoptive parents are needed for children from young babies up to eight years of age, and particularly for: 
 

• Brothers and sisters who need to stay together • Children aged over four, either gender 
• Boys of all ages • Children with special needs, disabilities, or unpredictable medical issues 
 

If you, your friends or family would like to know more, take a look at: adoptionlancashireblackpool.org.uk 
or call the adoption enquiry line on 0300 123 6727.  
 

To finish - I hope you found this update interesting and useful.  
 

If you would like to receive a personal copy of future updates directly, please send me your email or 
postal address. These contact details will not be used for any other purposes or supplied to anyone else. 
 

Please keep in touch, stay safe and well and if I can be of help just let me know. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Phillippa Williamson 
October 2020 
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