
Hello and welcome to my latest update. I hope you are all keeping well.  
 

Please get in touch if you would like to know more about any of the items in this update or you would like to 
receive a copy of the updates directly. 
 

Primary School Pupils choose the winners of Children’s book Awards 

I am keen that we do all we can to encourage children to read for enjoyment and help 

maintain the county's high levels of literacy. Even more importantly. I hope to promote a 

love of books that remains for life. So, as Cabinet Member for Children and Schools I 

have been supporting two competitions to enable young readers to crown winners of 

two book awards.  

The Fantastic Book Awards and the Brilliant Book Award recognise the best newly 

published fiction titles for primary-aged children. These are 

listed below and if you are looking for something new for your 

children or grandchildren to read, these come recommended! 

James Bishop          Iguana Boy Saves the World with a Triple Cheese Pizza   

Pamela Butchart      There's a Yeti in the Playground!   

Christopher Edge    The Infinite Lives of Maisie Day   

Kita Mitchell             Grandma Dangerous and the Dog of Destiny   

Tom Palmer             Armistice Runner   

Alex Milway              Hotel Flamingo 

And of course, you can also borrow these books from our Libraries which began to reopen on 11 July.  
 
The full roll out of library openings will be complete by mid-October 2020 and it 
will be great to see our Silverdale and Carnforth libraries back in action soon. 
 

All reopened libraries have reverted to their usual opening hours except that 
they will close for lunch between 1pm and 2pm. The lunch hour will not apply if 
the library is opening later, for example 1pm-7pm.  
 

No booking is needed for any libraries, but all customers should wear a face covering whilst browsing unless 
they are exempted, and children under 11 will not be required to cover their faces. 
 

All the libraries have bookable public computers available and access to printers and photocopiers.  
 

Anyone wanting to return books can do this by placing them in the returned books container at the entrance 
of the libraries that are open. Customers will not be charged for any overdue items and books can be 
renewed online or by calling 0300 123 6704. 
 

On 7 September, the Mobile Library based in Heysham resumed service and the Home Library delivery 
service is also running for the most vulnerable customers. More information about this can be found at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/libraries-archives-andmuseums/.  
 

And don’t forget the Library Service’s Online Resources - Free access to eBooks, eAudiobooks and 1000s 
of magazines, newspapers and comics is available using your Lancashire Library membership. More 
information about the Digital service is at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/your-
library-at-home/ 
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As we all know, CoVid affects everyone and we need to do what we can to protect 

our communities and keep things as normal as we can. It’s important that if you’re 

showing symptoms, you get tested. By getting tested, you'll know if you need to stay 

at home so that you don't pass it on to people you know. You can book a test by 

calling 119 or visit: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-

tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ 
 

Laboratory capacity issues in the national testing system and restrictions on available 
appointments combined with increased demand since schools reopened, has led to 
many people visiting the community ‘walk-up’ testing sites. These sites are 

specifically for people living in ‘areas of intervention’ where there are higher numbers of cases. Those areas 
in Lancashire currently are Preston, Pendle, Blackburn, Hyndburn, Burnley, and Rossendale. Additional 
testing capacity has been requested for the County from the Government and in the meantime the walk-up 
community test sites are open 10am to 3pm, Saturday to Wednesday. 
 

Mobile testing is underway at universities across the county, as students' return to campus. Appointments 
can be booked by the public through the Government portal, but the testing is primarily to support students 
and staff. Other testing arrangements are in place for care homes, the NHS and other key workers and 
information has been provided to schools, colleges, and universities as part of re-opening for the new 
academic year. 
 

Small Grant Funding - Two small sources of funding are available which may be of interest. If you know 
of any group needing support please email me and I will get an application form to you.  
 

- Older Peoples Champion Grant Fund - This is available to support and encourage active, independent, 
and healthy lives for Older People (those over 55). It provides funding, to a wide range of groups who 
need financial support and the application process is quite simple. Grants average £250 and make a 
huge difference to the work of these groups and the lives of the people they support.  
 

- Young People Champion Grant Fund - As schools have welcomed pupils back and we learn about how 
to live safely in the current climate, many clubs and activities for young people are working out how they 
can resume. This will come with the increased cost of additional safety measures and the need to limit 
the number of people who can get involved. For some it may mean moving to a more virtual offer. Given 
the impact the year has already had on young people, I want to help these groups return and this fund 
can help with small grants to cover extra costs, advertising, and publicity.  

 

Museums - Four of Lancashire’s Museums are now open - Clitheroe Castle, Gawthorpe Hall in Padiham,  
Judges' Lodgings in Lancaster, and Helmshore Mills Textile Museum in Rossendale. Visits must be pre-
booked and you can do this by following this link: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/leisure-and-
culture/museums/book-appointment/  Unfortunately, Lancaster Castle Guided Tours have been suspended 
due to major refurbishment work in the Shire Hall Complex, until January 2021. 
 

Big White Wall - Free mental health support for anyone over 16 living in the 
Morecambe Bay area is available thanks to a partnership between the NHS and 
online mental health service, Big White Wall. Many people suffer poor mental health 
at some point in their life and this service can be accessed online and provides a 
safe space to talk, share and support others at any time of the day or night.  
 

Members also can take online tests to measure their anxiety or depression levels to 
set goals and track their progress, there are also free online courses with health 
professionals to help manage things like sleep, health anxiety, stress and worry. For 
more information visit: www.bigwhitewall.com. 
 

Fostering - The County Council’s fostering campaign is tackling myths 
about perceived barriers to fostering with the messages that you can 
work and foster, you can have a family and foster, and you can be older 
and foster. The campaign also highlights the training and 24/7 support 
for foster carers, new initiatives such as the foster care academy and a 
foster carer buddy and the generous allowance for new foster carers of 

between £250 and £428 per week for each child they care for. So, if you or someone you know is 
interested, more information is at: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/fostering or call 0300 123 6723.  
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Policing - The pattern over recent months of criminals targeting our rural area for agricultural vehicles and 
machinery has not changed. Police officers continue to actively investigate these crimes. The types of 
property being stolen includes quad bikes, garden machinery and catalytic convertors. With this continuing 
pattern of activity, it is sensible for us all to stay alert and where we can ensure our property is secure. We 
can also help by letting our police know if we have any information which may help with their work.  
 

The police are particularly keen to hear from anyone who may have seen or heard anything with a recent set 
of events on 14 September 2020 when at around 12.20am they received reports that a pickup van had been 
stolen from a farm in the Bowerham area of Lancaster. The police then received several calls reporting 
suspicious activity in Wray and Roeburndale as a pickup-style vehicle had entered several farmyards, before 
driving away at speed. Then, at around 4.40am, police were alerted to a Mitsubishi L200 being driven into 
the front window of Dennis Barnfield (the garden machinery specialists in Bolton le Sands) where chainsaws 
and other equipment were stolen. This vehicle was later found on fire on the Lune Industrial Estate.  
 

The incidents are all being treated as linked and a 44-year-old man from Carnforth was arrested in Caton on 
suspicion of taking a motor vehicle without the owner’s consent and burglary. If you have any information to 
help with police enquiries on this, please call them on 101, quoting Log 186 of September 14, 2020. 
 

Further news - as I have mentioned before our local police are enhancing the rural task force covering the 
north side of the River Lune. The team is doubling in size from 3 to 6 officers and the new recruits are 
currently undertaking a specialist Rural Officer training course to prepare for their deployment. 
 

Finally, Police and Trading Standards officers are also aware of several scams across the county: 
 

• Beware Doorstep Callers - these are targeting vulnerable residents to propose over-priced property 
repair work. Trading Standards advice is to say ‘no’ to cold callers; use local known traders and make 
sure to get paperwork including full contact details. If you agree to the contract in your own home you will, 
in most cases, have 14 days to cancel. The Safetrader scheme can help you find a local trader. Their 
number is 0303 333 1111 or go to www.safetrader.org.uk for more information. 

 

• TV Streaming Scam - Some householders have had telephone calls about their TV subscription ending. 
Initially, an automated phone call states your subscription is about to expire and that you need to make a 
payment of £39.99. You are then asked to press a number on your telephone keypad to be put through to 
an operator to make payment. The operators can be very convincing. If you have a TV subscription, 
check the company's website for advice on how to deal with any suspicious contact.  

 

• HMRC Scam Text to Self Employed - This is aimed at self-employed individuals and freelancers. Whilst 
genuine government financial help may be available, scammers are taking advantage of people's 
vulnerabilities and sending text messages suggesting eligibility for a tax refund. A link in the text takes 
you to a very realistic web page. HMRC will never send a text that asks for confidential information. 

 

If you suspect you may have been approached by a ‘scammer’, you can report it to Action Fraud on 0300 
123 2014 or go to www.actionfraud.police.uk. You can also contact the Trading Standards Service via the 
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133. 

 
 

Highways and Transport - just a reminder to please continue to 
use ‘Report-It’ to tell the County Council about any potholes you 
spot and issues with streetlights, traffic lights and broken signs. 
The link to do this is: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-
and-travel/report-it/   
 

Also, if there are any other 
highways issues or road 

improvements you need help with, just like Carnforth Community Pool, 
please just let me know so I can help.  
 

I am pleased to say if you are visiting Carnforth Pool soon, you will now 
have a much smoother journey! This excellent facility reopened on 16 
August, with a variety of sessions available. More information on classes 
and opening hours, can be found at https://www.carnforthpool.org or by phoning (01524) 734699. 
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Flood Risk Management - Although the weather has been quite settled recently, this is bound to change 
as we move into the autumn! For some people in our area, heavy rainfall can bring the risk of flooding, so I 
thought I would give you some general information about the County Council’s approach to managing flood 
risks and some key contacts. 
 

County Highways always respond in advance to weather warnings of heavy rain and high winds by 
inspecting and clearing trash screens, cleaning areas where silt collects and rearranging scheduled work to 
free up staff for emergency responses. However, heavy rainfall events are becoming more frequent and the 
drainage networks installed in the past were only ever expected to deal well with what used to be normal 
rainfall. In some places drains are overwhelmed much more frequently and the county council  - as the Lead 
Local Flood Authority - is working with United Utilities, the city council and the Environment Agency to renew 
or improve that infrastructure where it will be beneficial.  
 

This is a major, long term initiative and to help it is important the County Council knows about all flooding 
events, especially where private property has been affected. 'Private property' includes, homes, gardens & 
garages, farms/fields, and business premises. This should be reported by telephone on 0300-123-6780 or by 
email to: highways@lancashire.gov.uk with as much detail as possible. If the County Council need to share 
the information they receive with other flood risk management authorities, they will do so under carefully 
controlled data protection processes. They will not pass the information on to any insurance companies, 
trades companies, newspapers, private individuals, or other people/organisations. 
 

Sources of Help & Advice - There is useful information on how to prepare against flooding on the council's 
website: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/flooding/ and on the North West dedicated website, the Flood Hub: 
https://thefloodhub.co.uk/ 
 

If you, friends, or neighbours have been flooded, you can report this as follows: 
 

• Dirty water from sewers - this should be reported to the local water company who may be able to help 
with cleaning and will want to investigate any possible failings in their networks. United Utilities covers 
most of Lancashire and can be contacted on 0345-672-3723 
 

• Flood water in the home or in business premises - If insured, the insurance company will provide advice 
about what to do next. If uninsured, you can contact the city council for help with cleaning up. Further 
resources are available online at http://www.knowyourfloodrisk.co.uk/flood-advice-guidance  

 

• Dangerous conditions or ponding water on the road should be reported to County Highways on 0300-
123-6780 during working hours, or to the police out of working hours by calling 101. If this is linked to a 
blocked gully, it can be reported as a highway fault through the county council website 
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel-report-it/  If it is anything more complicated, 
telephone 0300-123-6780 or send the information in an email any time to highways@lancashire.gov.uk. 

 

Finally, if anyone wants advice on how to manage their risks of future flooding, they can find more advice on 
the Flood Hub: https://thefloodhub.co.uk/ 
 

#Wish for a Family - A media campaign is being 
launched this month aimed at anyone in Lancashire 
over the age of 21 who wants to grow their family 
through adoption.  
 

The aim is to encourage prospective adopters wishing 
for a child to complete their own family to get in touch. It 
will also highlight the children currently in care who are 
wishing for a family of their own.  
 

The campaign involves social media messages, radio 
advertising and outdoor advertising across Lancashire and Blackpool on bus shelters and on the high street. 
If you, your friends or family would like to know more, take a look at: adoptionlancashireblackpool.org.uk or 
call the adoption enquiry line on 0300 123 6727.  
 

I hope you found this update interesting and useful. Please keep in touch and stay safe and well and if I can 
be of help, just let me know. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Phillippa Williamson 
September 2020 
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