
Hello,  
 

I hope you have a super Jubilee weekend. There has been so much going on locally and thankfully for 
most of the time the rain stayed away. Although, this weekend has been a fabulous focus to celebrate the 
reign of HM Queen and our Duke of Lancaster, throughout the remainder of the year there will be further 
opportunities for us to honour her dedicated service over the past 70 years which is an example to us all. 
 

National Volunteers' Week - Between 1-7 June, 
Lancashire Volunteer Partnership (LVP) are hosting a week 
of celebrations for volunteers across Lancashire as part of 
an annual event to celebrate and say thank you for the 
contributions millions of volunteers make across the UK.  
 

There will be Thank You Events, a Wellbeing Walk, Coffee 
Mornings, and much more. You can find the full timetable of 
activities and how you can volunteer on LVP's website: 
https://lancsvp.org.uk/volunteers-week-1-7-june-2022 

 

The contribution volunteers make to the lives of so many different individuals, as well as services and 
communities, is invaluable. The Lancashire Volunteer Partnership co-ordinates hundreds of volunteers who 
do all kinds of activities, including visiting people who may be feeling lonely, helping out at children’s 
centres and acting as digital champions in our libraries.  

 
The Lancashire Choir of the Year competition is 
now open to find the best community choirs in Lancashire, 
and you could be one of them!  
 

Entry is free and open to any community choir based 
within the postcode boundaries of Lancashire County 
Council, Blackburn with Darwen Council and Blackpool 
Council. Entry is also open to school choirs whose 
members are all aged 12 and over. 
 

To get involved you need to complete the initial Lancashire Choir of the Year 2022 entry form and once 
submitted, you will be contacted with more details on how to submit a video recording of your choir. All 
video entries must be received by 11:59pm on Sunday 31 July 2022. 
 

The full terms and conditions are at: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/choir-of-the-year/terms And if you have 
any questions - please email: ChoirOfTheYear@lancashire.gov.uk 
 

Six shortlisted choirs will be invited to perform at the celebration concert on 24 November at the Charter 
Theatre, Preston.  So, what are you waiting for? Warm up your voices and enter! Good luck! 

Policing - Our local police report that it has been a fairly quiet month in our area – which is good news. 
Concerns around road safety and traffic speeding continue and police teams are working with the Road 
Safety partnership to address these issues. And of course, with the Jubilee celebrations coming up, they 
have a number of events in the district to keep an eye on.  
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Nationally, from 12 - 29 May 2022 there was a Firearms Surrender. The campaign aimed to remove as 
many illegally held or unused guns as possible to reduce the risk of them falling into the wrong hands. Our 
local police have been amazed about how many sheds, outhouses, and barns have ammunition and relics 
in them. Once surrendered, the firearm is made safe and destroyed, unless it is proved to be linked to a 
crime and then it is kept as evidence for any future court case proceedings. 
 
Carnforth Community Swimming Pool is a 
fantastic asset for the area. The pool continues to be 

very busy every day of the week with an amazing 25 
schools taking lessons at the pool on a regular basis.  
 

As a not for profit, private company, the pool’s 
trustees work hard to source financial help and 

support whether through charitable donations, grants, 
or sponsorships as they have big plans for the pool! They recently received £9,250 from the Lancashire 

Environmental Fund for a new pool cover and to upgrade some electrical systems and they are currently 
finalising plans to develop the coffee shop/lecture room upstairs and to add more toilet and shower facilities 
and much needed storage. You can learn more about their fundraising activities on the pool’s social media 
pages https://en-gb.facebook.com/CarnforthPool 
 

If you have not visited the Carnforth Community Pool before – why not give it a try? Open 7 days a week, 

a full timetable of classes and details of their opening times can be found at: https://www.carnforthpool.org 
 

Each month the County Council’s Cabinet meets to make decisions on a 
range of projects which affect residents and businesses across Lancashire.  
 

Some decisions are specific to our area – and this month brings the 

introduction of the Parish & Town Council Biodiversity Small Grant. 
 

This is an annual grant available to all Parish and Town Councils to access through the Public Rights of 
Way Local Delivery Scheme (LDS). The LDS enables councils to receive a grant of £500 towards minor 
maintenance work on public rights of way in their area. The £300 Biodiversity Grant can be accessed in the 
same way. 
 

And this new additional grant could be used for small scale biodiversity projects such as nest boxes, bird 
feeders, hedgehog houses, bat boxes, communal gardens, planting wildflowers or creating ponds. The 
scheme will be communicated to all Parish and Town Councils through the annual Public Rights of Way 
LDS 'opt-in' letter and will be promoted through the Councils parish and Town Council network. 
 

Green Funding boost to help tackle climate change in Lancashire 

- The county council has secured funding from the Environment Agency for 
a study into how businesses can reduce their carbon footprint by investing in 
local projects to improve the natural environment.  
 

Aimed at small and medium sized enterprises, the work will explore how 
businesses can fund local schemes such as peatland restoration, tree 

planting and biodiversity projects to help offset their CO2 emissions and 
become more resilient to the negative impacts of climate change. 
 

This latest scheme will build on action the county council has already taken to reduce CO2 including 
reducing CO2 emissions from streetlighting by 87% by replacing old-fashioned lights with LEDs. CO2 from 
the county council's streetlights fell from 86,796 tonnes to 4,796 in 2020-21 and reducing emissions from 
county council buildings by 23% and from vehicles by 40% 
 

More information about how the county council is tackling climate change can be found at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/council/strategies-policies-plans/climate-change/ 

 
Lancashire County Council Charter for Parish/Town Councils - A new charter has been 
launched outlining how the County Council and Parish and Town Councils can work together more 
effectively for the benefit of our communities.  
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The charter outlines a number of pledges to improve collaboration, under the headings of Improving 
Communication, Consulting with Others, and Providing Access to Services. It also operates as a directory, 
providing details of key contacts within and outside Lancashire County Council.  
 

The revised charter, which covers the period 2022 – 2024, was approved by Lancashire County Council's 
cabinet on Thursday, 5 May 2022 and is intended to strengthen relationships. Parish and Town Councils 
have been asked to consider and agree the charter at their meetings so that we can continue to strengthen 
the work between the tiers of local government in Lancashire. 
 

Report it on the go - Remember you can now report highways 
issues on your mobile phone using the new Love Clean Streets app.  
 

Initially the app. is only able to accept reports for potholes, 
streetlights, and flooding/blocked drains.  
 

It’s easy to use and your issue can be logged in seconds. The reports 

come to County Highways in the usual way, but you will be able to 
report issues on-the-go on your mobile whilst you're out and about.  

 

You will also be able to keep up to date on progress of your report via the app. 
 

The app is free to download. Simply search for 'Love Clean Streets' on the App store or Google Play Store 
on your mobile phone. Set Lancashire County Council as your home authority. 
  
Other issues, can be reported on the Report It website,  and will be added to the app in the coming months.  
 

Road Safety Resources - Just a reminder that the County Council has new package of resources for 
parish/town councils and communities who want to tackle problems with speeding. They include banners, 
bin stickers and hi-visibility jackets urging drivers to 'Slow down, save lives', to help people who are 
concerned about speeding, raise awareness of the issue, and encourage drivers to change their behaviour. 
 

In addition, the temporary signs that the county council put up to support local road safety campaigns have 
been upgraded with a new design, and County Highways are working with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner to overhaul the Road Safety Partnership, so that it is more responsive to community needs. 
 

Many communities are already working hard to reduce speeding and this road safety resource pack is to 
help them with this task. If you would like to find out more about the road safety resources available to 
please email safertravelteam@lancashire.gov.uk. 
 

Ukraine - So far, 445 Lancashire sponsors have provided a lifeline 
to 895 guests from Ukraine through the ‘Homes for Ukraine’ 
scheme. The scheme, which launched in March, encourages 
members of the public to offer rooms in their houses to families and 
individuals from Ukraine.  
 

Lancashire County Council’s Refugee Integration Team are 
coordinating the Lancashire-wide response, which also includes 

accessing healthcare, welfare, and schools. Support is provided to sponsors and their guests from various 
organisations and following their arrival in Lancashire, sponsors and their guests are provided with a 
Lancashire-specific Sponsors Handbook and a Guests Handbook. The Integration Team is hosting a series 
of online webinars to help guests settle into their new lives and are also working with district councils and 
community groups to develop a range of integration activities. 
 

Lancashire has a proud history of helping others in their time of need. Through this generosity and 
kindness, homes have been found for hundreds of people who desperately need one. To find out more 
about the ‘Homes for Ukraine scheme’ and how else you can help the people of Ukraine, 
visit: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/council/ukraine/ 
 

And finally - As ever please keep in touch. If I can be of help or if you would like to receive a copy of my 
monthly parish updates, please just let me know. 
 

Very best wishes, 
 

Phillippa Williamson 
June 2022 
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