
I know Councillors and residents in the area are interested in the development 
of the plans for the M601(M) from the motorway roundabout at J35 down to 
the Pinelakes roundabout.  
 
Some of you may have noticed a considerable amount of survey work is 
currently being carried out. There are 2 borehole rigs, full traffic management 
traffic lights on Higher North Road, full lane closures on full length of the 
A601(M), a team of ecologists, 2 teams of drainage engineers and 2 bridge 
engineers on site. With that number of people about it may look like work is 
starting on the road! However, that is not the case. What is happening is a co-
ordinated programme for all the surveys that are required for this project. By 
carrying out this work in this co-ordinated way the plan is to limit any potential 
disruption to traffic.  
 
The detailed information required to carry out the modelling and design works 
for the declassification of this road and the repairs to the bridges will come 
from the outputs from all this survey work, along with the input that has 
already been received from initial consultation with local councillors and 
others. This will allow the County Highways teams to produce detailed designs 
for any changes to the road layout as part of its proposed declassification.  
 
These designs will be presented to interested parties and then to the wider 
public for their further input and views in an extensive formal consultation 
exercise. It was programmed that this would begin around May 2021. 
However, due to the current lockdown situation, the traffic surveys which are 
the key input into the traffic modelling cannot be undertaken and therefore the 
production of this traffic modelling will therefore be delayed until this data can 
be collected.  
 
County Council engineers are unable to predict exactly when traffic will return 
to normal and because July and August are atypical months anyway, they 
think September 2021 may be the earliest time they will be able to obtain 
credible data. That being the case, this will push the formal consultation out to 
around Christmas 2021. Highways will however be keeping me and others 
update don progress and their plans as they emerge. 
 
I thought you would appreciate an update on this and if you have any queries 
please let me know and I can try and find out more from Highways officers. 
 
 
Phillippa Williamson 
Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Schools 
County Councillor for Lancaster Rural North 
E: Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk 
F: www.facebook.com/PhillippaWilliamsonLancasterRuralNorth 
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