
             
 

Hello, I hope you are all keeping safe and well.  
 

This update covers developments across our area in the last few weeks which I hope will be of interest. If 
you would like to know more about any of the issues covered please let me know. 
 

Policing - Over the earlier part of the lockdown period demand for police services in the district reduced 
by approximately 50%.  This enabled police officers to work with the local authorities on helping the 
vulnerable, but also to spend more time targeting rural crime.  
 

The pattern of organised criminals targeting rural areas for agricultural vehicles and machinery which the 
police team for the district have highlighted previously, has not changed. Officers recovered one quad bike 
stolen from a Lune valley farm from the rear of a van at Galgate and subsequently arrested a suspect from 
outside the area. The investigation is ongoing, but it highlights the value of tracker devices which can be 
installed relatively cheaply and can help recover the property.  
 

There have also been two quadbikes and a trailer stolen from the Denny Beck area. Although the trailer 
was recovered from Glasson, the quads bikes are still missing. And in the last few days, another 2 
quadbikes which are believed to be stolen were seized by officers from an individual and they are currently 
trying to trace the owners.  
 

There has been an increase in reports of poaching (especially deer) in the north Lancashire / South 
Cumbria areas and several reports of traveller camps being set up in breach of Covid guidelines, although 
most of these have moved on now. There has also been an upsurge in long standing neighbour 
disputes. These are by their very nature emotional, complicated issues which take an extraordinary amount 
of time to deal with, often to the dissatisfaction of all parties involved.  The Police are not always the answer 
in these circumstances, and they are appealing to everyone that, particularly in times of hardship we all 
should try to live together peacefully. 
 

With the easing of lockdown measures there have been large gatherings of people at every beauty spot in 
the district particularly Silverdale, Gressingham, Denny Beck and Crook O Lune.  This has resulted in 
parking problems with many fines issued. Police are appealing to people to park sensibly, always observe 
social distancing and to take their litter home with them. 
 

Finally, our neighbours in Cumbria and North Yorkshire are both experiencing high levels of burglaries. So, 
it is a good reminder to everyone to secure their property and be particularly mindful of not leaving doors 
and windows open during warm weather.  

 
Waste and recycling centres - I am pleased to say that Carnforth Household Waste Recycling Centres 
reopened on Thursday 4 June, along with the sites at Haslingden and Longridge. 
 

They are operating in the same way as the 12 sites which reopened earlier this month with a booking 
system and restrictions in place to manage demand and ensure social distancing. The feedback on these 
new arrangements has been very positive from visitors to the first sites that were reopened. 
 

You must make an appointment before visiting a recycling centre or you will not be allowed access. 
Appointments can be made online at the link below or by calling 0300 123 6781 (Monday to Friday 9am to 
5pm). Appointments are limited to one visit to one site per calendar week and you will not be able to book 
multiple visits to different sites. Your vehicle registration will be checked on arrival to ensure you have a 
valid appointment. A link to the booking system is :https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/waste-and-
recycling/recycling-centres/carnforth/   
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The new arrangements are under review and it is hoped that the services available at the sites can be 
expanded in due course e.g. enabling vans to use the sites as well as cars. As soon as more information is 
available on this, I will let you know. 
 

Pop-up cycle lanes to help social distancing - The County Council is constructing ‘pop-up cycle 
lanes’ to encourage people to walk and cycle for regular journeys and avoid using public transport as 
lockdown restrictions begin to lift. Obviously cycling is not an option for everyone. However, there has been 
a notable increase in people walking and cycling for exercise during the lockdown.   
 
Pop up cycleways are temporary cycling routes on existing roads, created by adding bollards, cones, or 
water filled barriers to separate cyclists from other traffic.  
 

Work is currently taking place to construct lanes on either side of South Road in Lancaster providing a 
better connection between the Pointer Roundabout and Penny Street. These measures will mean the loss 
of some parking; however, they are a temporary measure as part of the response to the coronavirus crisis, 
and they will be kept under review. 
 

Councils can also now access funding for short-term measures to encourage walking and cycling to help 
deal with the pandemic with the support of a new active travel fund announced by the Department for 
Transport.  
 

So, the County Council is asking people to highlight public places where social distancing may currently be 
difficult and road space could temporarily be reallocated to give people more room or to identify places with 
high footfall and high levels of cycle activity, such as in local centres or along routes to school, so they can 
look at measures to improve the situation. A simple e-form is available on the council's website to make it 
easy to raise any issues: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/active-travel/ 

 
Test and Trace - The government launched its Test and Trace system on 28 May 2020, which carries 
with its significant responsibilities for the County Council who are responsible for the operational 
management of the scheme in the area.  
 

Contact tracing works by asking people who have tested positive for the virus to share the details of others 
who they have been in contact with who could have caught it from them. Under the new system, if you have 
symptoms of coronavirus you and your household are asked to self-isolate, and order a test from 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/.  If you test positive for the virus, you will be contacted 
within 72 hours of taking the test.  
 

It is important that you make sure the contact you receive is genuine. Genuine Contact tracers will: 
• call you from 0300 013 5000 
• send you text messages from ‘NHS’ 
• give you a unique ID number to log in to the NHS website at https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk/. 
 

Once signed in, you will be asked: 
• for your full name, date of birth and postcode to confirm your identity and offer support while self-

isolating 
• about the coronavirus symptoms you have been experiencing 
• to provide the name, telephone number and/or email address of anyone you have had close contact 

with in the 2 days prior to your symptoms starting  
 

If you receive contact from anyone requesting you to sign into a website ensure that you check 
independently that the caller is genuine. Take time to check that telephone numbers, email addresses and 
websites are genuine.  Fake websites and email addresses often have spelling errors or will not be a 
gov.uk address, if in doubt do not provide any information, and contact Trading Standards or the police. 
 

Contact tracers will never: 
• ask you to dial a premium rate number to speak to them (for example, those starting 09 or 087) 
• ask you to make any form of payment or purchase a product or any kind 
• ask for any details about your bank account 
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Temporary Facility - As the County moves out of lockdown, it is positive to note that the temporary 
mortuary at BAE Systems Warton has not been used and has been put into standby mode. The facility will 
remain at the site but will not be operational. It is great news that we have not had to use it, but it was a 
necessary contingency that is still available if required. 
 
Funding to help reopen high streets - Lancaster District will receive £128,905 from a £1.3m county 
wide ‘Reopening High Streets Safely Fund’. The funding is to help local authorities create a “safe trading 
environment” for businesses and their customers through redesigning public spaces surrounding retail 
businesses to help maintain social distancing. 
 

It is likely that at least some of the proposed solutions will involve temporary changes to roads and 
pavements, and responsibility for this aspect of any designs is with the County Council.  
 

The fund cannot be put towards any permanent changes to the public realm – so the developments will be 
relatively short term - no longer than twelve months or until social distancing is no longer required. The fund 
also cannot be used to pay for measures implemented by individual businesses. However, it can be used to 
fund information campaigns targeting both businesses generally and the public with details of the measures 
being put in place to protect them.  

 
Libraries and Museums - Planning is underway for the reopening of our Libraries and Museums. Once 
a decision is made on the timetable for their reopening, we want to be ready to implement this quickly. As 
you know, each location and building housing these facilities is very different. So, the planning to ensure 
appropriate social distancing and other hygiene measures are put in place is on a building by building 
basis, to ensure a safe enviroment for staff and visitors is maintained. As soon as dates are available for 
reopening this will be widely publicised. 
 

Highways and Transport - Just a reminder, County Highways are continuing to increase the highway 
and street inspections, defect repair work, cutting grass where sight lines may be impacted and carrying out 
some already planned small capital schemes. It is expected that as we move out of lockdown this activity 
will increase and it is therefore important that we continue to use Report-It to tell the Council about issues 
with the highway including potholes, streetlights, traffic lights and broken signs etc. The link to do this is 
below: 
 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/ 
 

Schools - Since the CoVid -19 crisis began, over 550 schools and early years settings across Lancashire 
have been opening for children of key workers and vulnerable children with around 10,000 children 
attending a week. In addition, all schools have over the last few weeks been planning to admit more pupils 
from 1 June 2020 in a phased way. 
 

However, as you may have read in the media the Director of Public Health for Lancashire (Dr. Sakthi 
Karunanithi), has recently given advice to schools and other early years settings that it was not yet safe in 
Lancashire to reopen to more children. The advice has been issued as he is not confident that all five of the 
government's tests for easing restrictions are being met in Lancashire.  
 

The County Council want our schools to open as soon as possible. The decision to open an individual 
school lies with a head teacher, in consultation with their governing body. It is recognised that schools have 
undertaken a huge amount of work in preparation for welcoming more children, and many parents and 
children are keen to return to school and some sort of normality. However, the safety and wellbeing of 
pupils, families and staff are paramount, and the position is under constant review with the Director of 
Public Health updating his advice on a weekly basis. 
 
I hope this update is helpful and please keep in touch and safe. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 

Phillippa Williamson 
June 2020 
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