
 

September Special Edition 
We’re sending you an extra newsletter in a change from our normal bi-monthly schedule. 

There is a lot to tell you and we can’t wait until October.  

First of all, due to circumstances beyond anyone’s control, we are unable to access the 

venue for Apple Day this year and we've had to take the difficult decision to cancel the 

event. So much planning goes into the day that it’s not something we can easily move to 

another site, so to ensure that the children who enjoy the day so much aren’t too 

disappointed, we are running a free family fun day (working title ‘Apple Play’!) in Dobshall 

Wood, Arnside, walking distance from the normal Apple Day venue at Orchard Barn.  

More information below as well as a fantastic opportunity to get involved with a national 

campaign to demonstrate the love we all have for our protected landscapes (and see the 

poet laureate perform a brand new poem right here in Arnside!). 

And finally… Arnside & Silverdale AONB is now officially double award winning, having 

won two awards within four days! Find out more below.  

 

 

  

https://arnsidesilverdaleaonb.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a7685c67c9deb6bed3538d72&id=f09e7b54a4&e=42cef1b35c


 

Hearts in the Landscape  

 

 

On Saturday 21 September, from 1pm, we need your help to create a giant heart on the 

northern slopes of Arnside Knott. The heart will form part of a ‘National Moment’ to 

celebrate 70 years since parliament passed the pioneering legislation which led to the 

creation of AONBs.  

We’re really lucky to have been chosen as the host AONB for the Poet Laureate Simon 

Armitage, who will be reading a poem specially commissioned to mark the anniversary. All 

attendees will get a special commemorative copy of the poem to take home.  

If you’d like to come along, please arrive by 1pm at the top of Redhills Pasture on the 

North Eastern side of the Knott. There is no parking onsite, so please enjoy a walk to reach 

us! The event will be filmed for use on social media and our website. Regional and national 

media are being invited too, so by attending, you are consenting to yourself and any 

children you bring with you being filmed and/or photographed. 

 

Please wear something to reflect your role; if you are an artist you could bring a paintbrush 

to wave, mechanics in overalls, hikers in boots and backpacks and children in school 

uniform or scouts/brownie outfits. We really want to reflect the range of people who love 

our landscape. 

The ‘National Moment’ kicks off a week-long celebration of UK AONBs called Landscapes 

for Life Week (L4L Week), and events will be held across the UK, giving people the chance 

to enjoy their local AONB (66% of the UK population live within 30 minutes travel time of 

an AONB, so they really are the UK’s local nature reserves).  

The heart signifies our love for our precious designated landscapes and the health benefits 

being in nature brings. AONBs across the country will be joining in, tweeting and sharing 

heart images on social media with the hashtags #NaturalHealthService and #LoveL4L. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apple 'Play' 

 



 

Due to circumstances beyond anyone’s control, we are unable to access the Apple Day 

site this year. Don’t des-pear though, we’re holding an Apple Play Day instead. The day 

will be similar to our successful Woodland Family Fun Days we’ve held for the past three 

years in Dobshall Wood, Arnside, and will take place on the day Apple Day was scheduled 

for, 10am - 3pm, Saturday 28 September. The site is walking distance from the normal 

Apple Day site at Orchard Barn. Stomping Ground will be hosting the day and there will be 

firelighting, campfire cooking, foraging, slacklining, rope swings, den building and mud 

kitchen – something for children of all ages and their grown ups. The Arnside & Silverdale 

AONB team will be there with information and for the first time – merchandise! So come 

along and treat yourself to a smart pin badge or a tea towel. Cash only please.  

 

 

 

AONB Plan receives Royal Town Planning Institute Award 

 

  

We are thrilled to announce that the Arnside & Silverdale AONB Development Plan 

Document has been awarded North West winner in the ‘Spatial Planning’ category of the 

Royal Town Planning Institute Regional Awards for Planning Excellence. 

The Development Plan Document aims to conserve the natural beauty of the area, while 

providing for the specific housing needs of the community. Local people were consulted at 

all stages and many suggestions were put forward for possible sites for development and 

green spaces to be protected. It is the first Plan of its kind for an AONB in the country and 

represents a huge amount of commitment, collaboration and hard work by our two partner 



 

councils, South Lakeland District Council and Lancaster City Council, who have worked 

jointly with the AONB Partnership to make this happen. 

The judges were impressed by ‘the plan’s positive approach to affordable housing 

provision, supported by a comprehensive evidence base including a Household Needs 

Survey Form which was sent to every household within the AONB area.  They were also 

particularly impressed with the Landscape Capacity approach to identifying potential 

development sites.  This approach has helped the plan to achieve the delicate balance of 

preserving the natural beauty of the area, whilst providing for the specific housing needs of 

the community.    

The plan is an excellent example of joint working and positive planning, which has 

successfully addressed competing policy objectives at the national and local level.  It is an 

innovative and ground-breaking plan, which showcases a wide range of skills and the high 

quality of planning work involved in its preparation.’ 

All regional category winners now go forward to the final in October. 

 

 

 

Arnside & Silverdale win European Garden Award 

 

 

 

AONB Manager Lucy Barron and AONB Officer Sue Hunter receiving the Award. 

We are delighted that Arnside & Silverdale AONB has been awarded 2nd prize in the 

“Best Development of a Cultural Landscape of European Relevance” category at the 



 

European Garden Awards for our work to research and promote the cultural 

landscape of the AONB. 

The Historic Designed Landscapes Project was initially commissioned by the AONB 

Partnership in 2013. With the arrival of the railway in the mid-19th century, many 

northern industrialists built properties here, with the area’s distinctive limestone 

geology leading to some unique developments. Limestone was used as ornamental 

features in the gardens to create terraces, walks and viewing points. 

There was great excitement when the research led to the discovery of a rare post -war 

garden by Ralph Hancock, who is more well-known for his work designing the roof 

gardens of the Rockefeller Center in New York. 

More detailed research into some of the most important parks/gardens in the AONB 

was carried out in early 2015 and the final report is being used to inform the 

conservation, restoration, enhancement and management of these special places. It 

is available on our website for use by partners, stakeholders and communities. 

 

Many thanks to the European Garden Heritage Network for this honour. 

 

 

  

 


